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Miami Springs Middle School  

 
ñHome of the TALONted Eaglesò 

 

Introduction 
 

Articulation and subject selection is an important time for students at Miami Springs Middle 
School.  Decisions will be made that will affect a studentôs schedule for the following school 
year. The articulation process involves the teachers, counselors, parents in the appropriate 
placement of students in the available courses. 
 
Miami Springs Middle School offers many exciting courses and electives to assist students as 
they move up the academic ladder. Students are scheduled within interdisciplinary teams where 
they will have a common core course teacher. The functions of the interdisciplinary team shall 
include perpetuating academic excellence, exploring and infusing curriculum elements 
appropriate to the students on the team, fostering studentsô personal development, increasing 
basic skills mastery, infusing school-to-career strategies throughout the curriculum, and 
promoting instruction in interdisciplinary units. The courses are designed to meet the needs of 
all students, including those in the Exceptional Student Education and ESOL programs. In 
addition, students receive the benefits of participation in our magnet program in science, 
engineering and technology.   
 
For the sixth year, Miami Springs Middle is offering a magnet program in science, engineering 
and technology for a unique educational experience. This program of studies ensures that your 
magnet child will have access to state of the art technology at our school as well as at locations 
in and around our community.  Magnet students will visit many centers several times during the 
school year to conduct scientific investigations.  
 

Promotion Requirements and Subject Selection Procedures 
 
Each student will complete a subject selection sheet. Approval signature from the student, 
parent/guardian, and/or the counselor must be included on the subject selection form. If the 
subject selection form is not returned to the school with all the necessary signatures, students 
will be administratively scheduled.  
 
Middle school promotion requirements are based on students passing twelve courses and six 
electives (except ELL students): three courses in language arts/ELL; three courses in 
mathematics, three courses in science, and three courses in social studies. Placement of 
students in the core content area courses is determined by the studentôs current performance in 
the classes, FCAT scores, teacher recommendations, graduation requirements, and career 
goals. When selecting elective courses, students are urged to make firm decisions. Students are 
asked to choose four elective courses in the order of preference, keeping in mind that any of the 
four may be assigned. However, students who score a Level 1 or 2 on the FCAT Reading will be 
placed in an intensive reading course. English Language Learners (ELL) who score a Level 1 or 
2 on the FCAT Reading will be placed in a Developmental Language Arts through ESOL course. 
Students who score a Level 1 on the FCAT Mathematics will be placed in an intensive 
mathematics course. These courses are mandatory and cannot be changed. It is important to 
schedule an appointment with your childôs counselor if you have questions about the courses. 
 
This curriculum bulletin will allow you to review our courses carefully. The selections you and 
your child make will influence the path your child will take throughout his/her academic career.  
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MISSION STATEMENT 
 
The mission of Miami Springs Middle School is to have high academic aspirations for all 
of our students. A school atmosphere based on harmony, motivation, and a desire for 
excellence permits our students to develop skills to their fullest potential and to enhance 
their self-esteem. A working relationship between the school, home, and community can 
help our students become productive members of society. We dedicate our talents and 
abilities, as well as our constant efforts and our professional lives, to the achievement of 
this mission. 

 

SCHOOL COLORS ï ROYAL BLUE AND WHITE 
SCHOOL MASCOT ï AMERICAN EAGLE 
SCHOOL MOTTO ï ñHOME OF THE TALONted EAGLES!ò 
 
 

CURRICULUM PROGRAMS 
 

Language Arts 
The language arts courses for grades 6, 7, and 8 will develop reading, writing and vocabulary 
skills through the use of proper grammar and a development of literature appreciation. 
Emphasis is placed on the development of persuasive and expository writing skills and how they 
apply to the novel. 
 
Reading 
All students who score at Achievement Levels 1 or 2 on the FCAT are required to take an 
intensive reading course.  The course focuses on the five areas of reading development: 
phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, comprehension, and vocabulary. 
 
Mathematics 
The mathematics courses provide a range of levels in which students are recommended and 
placed to meet their individual needs.  Course offerings range from intensive mathematics 
(required for students who score at Achievement Level 1 on the FCAT) to Pre-Algebra, Honors 
Algebra, and Honors Geometry. 
 
Science 
The science curriculum provides a sequential three year course of study in the skills of life 
science, earth/space, and physical science. As a school science, engineering, and technology 
magnet, students are given hands-on experiences in exploring through the use of scientific 
methods.  The magnet course offerings are Exploring Technology (6th grade), 
Space/Technology/Engineering (7th grade), and Biology Technology (8th grade). 
 
Social Studies 
The social studies program provides an integrated study of the social sciences, humanities, and 
career planning/development to promote civic responsibility.  Geography is the sixth grade 
course offering. Civics is the seventh grade course offering, and U.S. History is offered in the 
eighth grade. 
 
 

MIAMI SPRINGS MIDDLE SCHOOL 
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Fine Arts 
Instruction in the fine arts includes art, music, and drama. Art, music and drama are offered in 
beginning, intermediate and/or advanced levels.  
 
Foreign Languages 
The foreign language department offers a full range of studies at both the beginning and 
advanced levels. Students may elect to take French, Spanish, or Spanish S (Spanish as a 
native language).  
 
Vocational  
Exploring Technology is included as part of the vocational course offering. 
 
Physical Education 
As a school recognized by the Alliance for a Healthier Generation, the physical education 
department plays an integral role in developing comprehensive skills that promote cooperation, 
fair play, and friendly competition.  Course offerings include physical education for students who 
enjoy outdoor sports and physical fitness and movement for those who like to exercise to the 
beat of music. 
 
Florida State Statute requires the equivalent of one class period per day of physical education 
for a minimum of one semester each year for students in grades 6, 7, and 8. The physical 
education requirement will be waived for a student who meets one of the following criteria: 
 

1. The student is enrolled or required to enroll in a remedial course (including 
Developmental Language Arts through ESOL); 

2. The studentôs parent or guardian indicates in writing to the school that the student be 
waived from this requirement and the parent specifies which course the student be 
enrolled in from the list of school course offerings at the time of subject selection.  

 
Students may elect to take physical education for the annual courses, Comprehensive Physical 
Education 1, 2, and 3. 
 
Special Education 
For students in the Special Education (SPED) Program in grades 6-8, scheduling will be 
completed at the school site. In the areas of Language Arts, Mathematics, Science, and the 
Social Sciences, the Special Education Department offers an array of different delivery methods 
and strategies. After each Individual Educational Plan (IEP) is reviewed, classes are chosen 
based on each childôs needs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

7 

 
GRADE LEVEL COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 

 
6TH GRADE 
 
Sixth grade students must take four required academic courses and two general electives. 
Enrollment in advanced courses will be based on teacher recommendations, academic grades, 
and state assessment results. 
 
Required:   
 

1. Language Arts 
2. Mathematics 
3. Social Science (World Geography) 
4. Science 
5. Annual Physical Education  
6. Annual Elective 

 

6th Grade Course Descriptions 
 

LANGUAGE ARTS 
M/J LANGUAGE ARTS 1 ADV. /GIFTED 
100102002 1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to promote academic excellence in writing, oral communication, and the 
interpretation of literature. The content should include, but not be limited to, the interpretation of literature 
and the use of the writing process. The course should also include advanced reading skills, techniques of 
effective speaking and listening, critical thinking, and study skills and how these skills relate to success in 
the world of work. This course is available only to students staffed into the gifted program. (A69) 
 
M/J LANGUAGE ARTS 1 ADVANCED 
100102001 1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to promote academic excellence in writing, oral communication, and the 
interpretation of literature. The content should include, but not be limited to, the interpretation of literature 
and the use of the writing process. The course should also include advanced reading skills, techniques of 
effective speaking and listening, critical thinking, and study skills and how these skills relate to success in 
the world of work. (A68) 
 
M/J LANGUAGE ARTS 1 
100101001 1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to provide educational experiences which develop English language arts 
concepts and skills. The content should include, but not be limited to, the study of literature, the use of the 
writing process, and the application of reading, listening, speaking, critical thinking and study skills. 
Information on how language arts skills apply to daily. (A67) 
 
M/J LANGUAGE ARTS 1 THROUGH ESOL (Gr.6) 
100200002 1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to provide instruction to speakers of other languages who are classified as 
less than independent in English. The main goal of the program is the acquisition in English 
communication skills by the students. The content should include, but not limited to, practice in the 
development of listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills, and should focus also upon the 
understanding of American culture as expressed in literature and language. (A63/A64/A65) 
 
MATHEMATICS 
M/J MATHEMATICS 1, ADVANCED GIFTED 
120502002 1.00 Credit 
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The purpose of this course is to extend the sixth grade curriculum to address higher levels of all strands of 
the sunshine state standards. The course should prepare students for algebra I. the content should 
include, but not be limited to, numeration, whole numbers, fractions, decimals, percents, integers, 
geometry, measurement, estimation, graphing, number theory, ratio and proportion, probability, statistics, 
algebraic thinking. The course should be taught within the context of problem solving, and calculators and 
computers should facilitate instruction. This course is only available to students staffed into the gifted 
program. (B69) 
 
M/J MATHEMATICS 1 ADVANCED 
120502001 1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to extend the traditional sixth-grade curriculum through horizontal 
enrichment and vertical acceleration, addressing appropriate skills from the middle grades Standards of 
Excellence. The context should parallel a pre-algebra course. The content should include, but not be 
limited to, numeration, whole numbers, fractions, decimals, percent, integers, problem-solving, geometry, 
measurement, estimation, graphing, number theory, ratio and proportion, probability, statistics, algebra, 
and knowledge of the use of calculators and computers. (B68) 
 
M/J MATHEMATICS 1 
120501001 1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to continue the development of the skills of arithmetic and to introduce 
mathematical content fundamental for higher-level coursework. The content should include, but not be 
limited to, numeration, whole numbers, fractions, mixed numbers, decimals, percent, problem-solving, 
estimation, geometry, measurement, graphing, number theory, and knowledge of the use of calculators 
and computers. (B67) 

 
WORLD GEOGRAPHY 
M/J WORLD GEOGRAPHY ADV./GIFTED 
210302002 1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to provide students an opportunity to acquire an in-depth and 
comprehensive understanding of the six essential elements of 
geography, i.e., the world in spatial terms, places and regions, physical systems, human systems, 
environment and society, and the uses of geography. The content should include, but not be limited to, 
the study of world regions as they relate to topography, climate, political divisions, natural resources and 
interrelationships of people and their environment. A course for the motivated student which meets the 
middle school requirement for United States and world geography. This course is only available to 
students who have been staffed into the gifted program. (C69) 
 
M/J GEOGRAPHY ADVANCED 
210302001 1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to provide students an opportunity to acquire an in-depth and 
comprehensive understanding of the six essential elements of geography, i.e., the world in spatial terms, 
places and regions, physical systems, environment and society, and the uses of geography. The content 
should include, but not be limited to, the study of world regions as they relate to topography, climate, 
political divisions, natural resources and interrelationships of people and their environment. (C68) 
 
M/J GEOGRAPHY 
210301001 1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to provide students an opportunity to acquire an understanding of the 
physical environment and geographic regions of the world. The content should include, but not be limited 
to, the study of world regions as they relate to topography, climate, political divisions, natural resources, 
and interrelationships within places, movement, and regions. Selection consideration: Meets the middle 
school requirement for United States and world geography. (C67) 
 
SCIENCE 
M/J COMPREHENSIVE SCIENCE 1 ADV./GIFTED 
200205002 1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to provide the first year of a sequential three year course of study in 
exploratory experiences and activities in advanced concepts of life, earth/space, and physical sciences. 
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The content should include, but not be limited to, scientific method; cells, human body; protists; plants, 
animals, matter and energy, geology; astronomy, meteorology, and oceanography. This course meets the 
requirement for sixth graders. This course is available only to students staffed into the gifted program. 
Laboratory investigations of selected topics are an integral part of this course. (D69) 
 
M/J COMPREHENSIVE SCIENCE 1 ADVANCED 
200205001 1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to provide the first year of a sequential three year course of study in 
exploratory experiences and activities in advanced concepts of life, earth/space, and physical sciences. 
The content should include, but not be limited to, scientific method; cells, human body; protists; plants, 
animals, matter and energy, geology; astronomy, meteorology, and oceanography. This course meets the 
requirements for sixth graders. Laboratory investigations of selected topics are an integral part of this 
course. (D68) 
 
M/J COMPREHENSIVE SCIENCE 1 
200204001 1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to provide the first year of a sequential three year course of study in 
exploratory experiences and activities in concepts of life, earth/space, and physical sciences. The content 
should include, but not be limited to, scientific method, cells human body; protists; plants, animals, matter 
and energy, geology; astronomy, meteorology, and oceanography. This course meets the requirement for 
sixth graders. Laboratory investigations of selected topics are an integral part of this course. (D67) 
 
 

7TH GRADE 

 
Seventh grade students must take four required academic courses and two general electives. 
Enrollment in advanced and honors courses will be based on teacher recommendations, 
academic grades, and state assessment results. 
 
Required:   

1. Language Arts 
2. Mathematics 
3. Social Science (Civics) and Career Planning 
4. Science 
5. Annual Physical Education  
6. Annual Elective 

 
7th Grade Course Descriptions 

 
LANGUAGE ARTS 
M/J LANGUAGE ARTS 2 ADV./GIFTED 
100105002 1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to promote academic excellence in reading, writing, and oral 
communication, including critical thinking and study skills. The content should include, but not be limited 
to application of speaking and listening skills, the analysis of literature, and the uses of the writing process 
for creative and expository purposes. The course should include advanced reading, thinking, study skills, 
and information on language arts related career opportunities. This course is available only to students 
staffed into the gifted program. (A79) 
 
M/J LANGUAGE ARTS 2 ADVANCED 
100105001 1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to promote academic excellence in writing, oral communication, including 
critical thinking and study skills. The content should include, but not be limited to, applications of speaking 
and listening skills, the analysis of literature, and the uses of the writing process for creative and 
expository purposes. The course should include advanced reading, thinking, study skills, and information 
on language arts related career opportunities. (A78) 



 

 

10 

 
 
M/J LANGUAGE ARTS 2 
100104001 1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to develop the ability to use, interpret, and appreciate spoken and written 
English. The content should include, but not be limited to, the study of literature; practice in writing for a 
variety of purposes and audiences; activities in speaking, listening, and critical thinking, as well as in the 
use of reference materials. Developmental reading strategies should also be incorporated. Information on 
related career possibilities should be provided. (A77) 
 
M/J LANGUAGE ARTS 2 THROUGH ESOL (Gr. 7) 
100201002 1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to provide instruction to speakers of other languages who are classified as 
less than independent in English. The main goal of the program is the acquisition in English 
communication skills by the students. The content should include, but not limited to, the study of fiction, 
non-fiction, and poetry in world literature. Practice should also be provided in using idiomatic expressions 
appropriately, in discussing reading selections, and in writing paragraphs. Completing forms and business 
letters, as well as other real-life writing tasks, should be stressed. Instruction in mechanics, usage, and 
other conventions of standard written English should be provided. (A73/A74/A75) 
 
MATHEMATICS 
M/J MATHEMATICS 2 ADVANCED GIFTED 
120505002 1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to extend the seventh grade curriculum to address higher levels of all 
strands of the Sunshine State Standards. The Course should prepare students for Algebra I. The content 
should include, but not be limited to, numeration, whole numbers, fractions, decimals, percents, integers, 
geometry, measurement, estimation, graphing, number theory, ratio and proportion, probability, statistics,        
algebraic thinking. The course should be taught within the context of problem solving, and calculators and 
computers should facilitate instruction. This course is available only to students staffed into the gifted 
program. (B76)                      
 
ALGEBRA I HONORS GIFTED 
High School Credit for Mathematics 
120032002 1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to provide a rigorous and in-depth study of algebra, emphasizing deductive 
reasoning skills, as a foundation for more advanced mathematics courses and to develop the skills 
needed to solve mathematical problems. Topics shall include, but not be limited to, operations and 
properties used within the real number system; algebraic and graphical solutions to first-degree equations 
and inequalities in one and two variables; relations and functions; direct and inverse variation; operations 
with polynomials, including all forms of factoring; rational and irrational algebraic expressions; quadratic 
equations, inequalities and functions. Earning credit in this course precludes the earning of credit in 
Algebra 1. This course is available only to students staffed into the gifted program. (B79) 
 
M/J MATHEMATICS 3 (Pre-Algebra) 
120507001 1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to continue the development of the strands addressed in the Sunshine State 
Standards across the PreK-12 curriculum and prepare students for Algebra I. The content should include, 
but not be limited to, numeration, whole numbers fractions, decimals, percents, integers, geometry, 
measurement, estimation,  graphing, number theory, ratio and proportion, probability, statistics, data 
analysis, algebraic thinking. (B39)                                       
 
M/J MATHEMATICS 2 ADVANCED 
120505001 1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to extend the traditional seventh grade curriculum through horizontal 
enrichment and vertical acceleration, addressing appropriate skills from the middle-grades standards of 
excellence. The content should include, but not be limited to, rational numbers; estimation; problem-
solving; number theory; ratio; proportion; percent; measurement; geometry; probability; statistics; algebra; 
graphing; and knowledge of the use of calculators and computers. (B78) 
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M/J MATHEMATICS 2 
120504001 1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to continue the development of the skills of arithmetic assuring mastery 
of the middle grade minimum student performance standards for Florida schools, and to continue 
developing mathematical content fundamentals for higher-level coursework. The content should include, 
but not be limited to, whole numbers, fractions, decimals, percent, integers, estimation and approximation, 
theory, ratio and proportion, measurement, geometry, probability, statistics, graphing, algebra, problem-
solving and knowledge of the use of calculators and computers. (B77) 
 
SOCIAL STUDIES 
M/J CIVICS ADV./GIFTED AND CAREER PLANNING 
210602002 1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to prepare students to participate as informed citizens of their community, 
state, and nation by providing them with comprehensive knowledge and skills necessary to function in our 
democratic society. An extensive understanding of the purpose and goals of our democratic society will be 
developed in order to instill a feeling of pride and patriotism for our system. The content should include, 
but not be limited to, an analysis of the United States constitutional government, the free enterprise 
system, and should lead the student to an understanding of contemporary social issues, a realization of 
the role of the individual in our democratic system and an understanding of rights, responsibilities and 
obligations. A course for the motivated student, which meets the middle school requirement for civics. 
This course is only available to students who have been staffed into the gifted program. (C79) 
 
M/J CIVICS ADVANCED AND CAREER PLANNING 
210602001 1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to prepare students to participate as informed citizens of their community, 
state, and nation by providing them with comprehensive knowledge and skills necessary to function in our 
democratic society. An extensive understanding of the purpose and goals of our democratic society will be 
developed in order to instill a feeling of pride and patriotism for our system. The content should include, 
but not be limited to, an analysis of the United States constitutional government, the free enterprise 
system, the legal system, and the development, structure and function of local, state, and national 
governments within that constitutional framework. The course should lead the student to an 
understanding of contemporary social issues, a realization of the role of the individual in our democratic 
system and an understanding of rights, responsibilities, and obligations inherent therein. (C78) 
 
M/J CIVICS AND CAREER PLANNING 
210601001 1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to prepare students to participate as informed citizens of their community, 
the State of Florida, and the United States of America by providing them with the knowledge and skills 
necessary to function in our democratic society. An understanding of the purpose and goals of our society 
will be developed in order to instill a feeling of pride and patriotism for our system and a desire to 
participate in its function. The content should include, but not be limited to, an understanding of the United 
States constitutional government, the free enterprise system, the legal system and the development, 
structure, and function of local, state, and national government within that constitutional framework. The 
course should lead the student to an understanding of contemporary social issues, a realization of the role 
of the individual in our democratic system and an understanding of the rights, responsibilities, and 
obligations inherent therein. Selection consideration: Meets the requirements for Civics. (C77) 
 
SCIENCE 
M/J COMPREHENSIVE SCIENCE 2 ADVANCED/GIFTED 
200208002 1.00 Credit 
This course is available only to students staffed into the gifted program. The purpose of this course is to 
provide the second year of a sequential three year course of study in exploratory experiences and 
activities in advanced concepts of life, earth/space, and physical sciences. The content should include, 
but not be limited to, scientific method; cells, human body; protists; plants, animals, matter and energy, 
geology; astronomy, meteorology, and oceanography. Students are introduced to basic concepts about 
life, are given an over-view of living organisms from the simple to the complex, and are taught about the 
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human body. Also emphasized with respect to the human body are the importance of nutrition, the causes 
and effects of disease, and the effects of drugs, tobacco, and alcohol. Laboratory investigations of 
selected topics in the content which also include the use of the scientific method, measurement, 
laboratory apparatus and safety are an integral part of the course. This course incorporates the goals & 
objectives in the "Resource Manual for Gifted Programs" and available only to gifted. Meets requirement 
for 7th gr. Completion precludes earning credit in Comp. Science Regular or Advanced 2. This course is 
only available to students who have been staffed into a gifted program. (D76)  
   
M/J EARTH/SPACE SCIENCE HONORS/GIFTED 
HIGH SCHOOL CREDIT FOR SCIENCE 
200132002 1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to provide opportunities for the student to develop concepts basic to the 
earth, its materials, processes, history and environment. The content should include, but not be limited to, 
theories for the formation of the universe, solar system, life cycle of stars interstellar matter, men of 
astronomy, study of astronomical observatories, different types of telescopes, the solar system, U.S. 
space program, inter- planetary explorations, nature of matter and atomic structure, periodic table, mineral 
identification, igneous, sedimentary and metamorphic rocks, rock cycle, earth's interior, land formation, 
theory of plate tectonics, formation of rivers and streams, erosion, wind, water and weathering, glaciers 
and glacial features and structures, hydrologic cycle, oceanography, island formation, atmosphere, 
mapping weather conditions, composition of soils, energy resources, and topographic maps. Laboratory 
investigations of selected topics in the content which also include the use of the scientific method, 
measurement, laboratory apparatus and safety are a part of this course. Precludes earning credit in any 
other earth/space science titled course. This course is only available to students who have been staffed 
into a gifted program. (D79) 
 
M/J COMPREHENSIVE SCIENCE 2 ADVANCED 
200208001 1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to provide the second year of a sequential three year course of study in 
exploratory experiences and activities in advancement concepts of life, earth/space, and physical 
sciences. The content should include, but not be limited to scientific method; cells, human body; protists; 
plants, animals, matter and energy, geology; astronomy, meteorology, and oceanography. Students are 
introduced to basic concepts about life, are given an overview of living organisms from the simple to the 
complex, and are taught about the human body. Also emphasized with respect to the human body are the 
importance of nutrition, the causes and effects of disease, and the effects of drugs, tobacco, and alcohol. 
Laboratory investigations of selected topics in the content which also include the use of the scientific 
method, measurement, laboratory apparatus and safety are an integral part of the course. This course 
meets the requirement for seventh graders. (D78) 
 
M/J COMPREHENSIVE SCIENCE 2 
200207001 1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to provide the second year of a sequential three year course of study in 
exploratory experiences and activities in concepts of life, earth/space, and physical sciences. The content 
should include, but not be limited to scientific method; cells, human body; protists; plants, animals, matter 
and energy, geology; astronomy, meteorology, and oceanography. Students are introduced to basic 
concepts about life, are given an overview of living organisms from the simple to the complex, and are 
taught about the human body. Also emphasized with respect to the human body are the importance of 
nutrition, the causes and effects of disease, and the effects of drugs, tobacco, and alcohol. Laboratory 
investigations of selected topics in the content which also include the use of the scientific method, 
measurement, laboratory apparatus and safety are an integral part of the course. This course meets the 
requirement for seventh graders. (D77) 
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8TH GRADE 

 
Eighth grade students must take four required academic courses and two general electives. 
Enrollment in advanced and honors courses will be based on teacher recommendations, 
academic grades, and state assessment results. 
 
Required:   

1. Language Arts 
2. Mathematics 
3. Social Science (United States History) 
4. Science 
5. Annual Physical Education 
6. Annual Elective 

 

8th Grade Course Descriptions 
 

LANGUAGE ARTS 
M/J LANGUAGE ARTS 3 ADV./GIFTED 
100108002 1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to promote academic excellence in English through enriched experiences in 
literature writing, speaking, listening, and critical thinking. The content should include, but not be limited 
to, study of traditional and contemporary literature; the application of the writing process to expressive and 
academic modes with emphasis on preparation for the Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test in 
reading and writing; the utilization of higher-order reading skills; and practice of formal and informal 
speaking and listening activities. This course is available only to students staffed into the gifted program. 
(A89) 
 
M/J LANGUAGE ARTS 3 ADVANCED 
100108001 1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to promote academic excellence in English language arts through enriched 
experiences in literature, writing, speaking, listening, and critical thinking. The content should include, but 
not be limited to; the study of traditional and application of communications skills to daily life and work 
should be provided. (A88) 
 
M/J LANGUAGE ARTS 3 
100107001 1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to promote academic excellence in English language arts through enriched 
experiences in literature, writing, speaking, listening, and critical thinking. The content should include, but 
not be limited to, the study of traditional and application of communications skills to daily life and 
work should be provided. (A87) 
 
M/J LANGUAGE ARTS 3 THROUGH ESOL (Gr. 8) 
100202002 1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to provide instruction to speakers of other languages who are classified as 
less than independent in English. The main goal of the program is the acquisition in English 
communication skills by the students. The content should include, but not limited to, the study of fiction, 
non-fiction, and poetry in American literature. Practice should also be provided in using idiomatic 
expressions appropriately, in discussing reading selections, and in writing essays. 
Utilizing a variety of methods of development, instruction in mechanic usage, and other conventions of 
standard written English should be provided. (A83/A84/A85) 
 
MATHEMATICS 
GEOMETRY HONORS GIFTED 
High School Credit for Mathematics 
120632002 1.00 Credit 



 

 

14 

The purpose of this course is to give a rigorous in-depth study of geometry with emphasis on methods of 
proof and the formal language of mathematics. Topics shall include, but not be limited to, structure of 
geometry; separation properties; angle concepts; triangles; quadrilaterals; proofs, perpendicularity and 
parallelism in a plane and in space; similar polygons; circles and spheres; constructions; area and 
volume; coordinate geometry, topology, and transformational geometry. Selection Consideration. The 
earning credit in this course precludes the earning of credit in regular geometry. The student must have 
completed 120032001, 120031001, or its equivalent. (B89) 
 
GEOMETRY HONORS 
High School Credit for Mathematics 
120632001 1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to give a rigorous in-depth study of geometry with emphasis on methods of 
proof and the formal language of mathematics. Topics shall include, but not be limited to, structure of 
geometry; separation properties; angle concepts; triangles; quadrilaterals; proofs, perpendicularity and 
parallelism in a plane and in space; similar polygons; circles and spheres; constructions; area and 
volume; coordinate geometry, topology, and transformational geometry. Selection Consideration. The 
earning credit in this course precludes the earning of credit in regular geometry. The student must have 
completed 120032001, 120031001, or its equivalent. (B90) 
 
ALGEBRA I HONORS 
High School Credit for Mathematics 
120032001 1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to provide a rigorous and in-depth study of algebra, emphasizing deductive 
reasoning skills, as a foundation for more advanced mathematics courses and to develop the skills 
needed to solve mathematical problems. Topics shall include, but not be limited to, operations and 
properties used within the real number system; algebraic and graphical solutions to first-degree equations 
and inequalities in one and two variables; relations and functions; direct and inverse variation; operations 
with polynomials, including all forms of factoring, rational and irrational algebraic expressions; quadratic 
equations, inequalities and functions. Selection Consideration: Earning credit in this course precludes the 
earning of credit in Algebra I. (B88) 
 
M/J ADVANCED MATHEMATICS 3 
120508001 1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to complete the development of the skills of arithmetic and continue 
introducing mathematical content fundamental for higher-level course work. The content should include, 
but not be limited to, whole numbers, fractions, decimals, integers, rational numbers, number theory, ratio, 
proportion, percent, geometry, graphing, algebra, measurement, estimation, probability, statistics, 
problem solving, and knowledge of the use of calculators and computer. (B91) 
 
M/J MATHEMATICS 3 (Pre-Algebra) 
120507001 1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to continue the development of the strands addressed in the Sunshine State 
Standards across the PreK-12 curriculum and prepare students for Algebra I. The content should include, 
but not be limited to, numeration, whole numbers fractions, decimals, percents, integers, geometry, 
measurement, estimation,  graphing, number theory, ratio and proportion, probability, statistics, data 
analysis, algebraic thinking. (B87)       
 
SOCIAL STUDIES 
M/J US HISTORY ADVANCED GIFTED 
210002002 1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to provide students the opportunity to acquire a comprehensive knowledge 
and understanding of the United States and its relationship to the present. The content should include, but 
not being limited to, the political, economic technological, and social development of the United States 
from its historical beginnings to present day. A course for the motivated student, which meets the middle 
school requirement for U.S. & Florida History. This course is only available to students who have been 
staffed into a gifted program. (C89) 
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M/J UNITED STATES HISTORY Advanced 
210002001 1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to provide students the opportunity to acquire a comprehensive knowledge 
and understanding of the heritage of the United States and its relationship to the present. The content 
should include, but not be limited to, the political, economic, technological, and social development of the 
United States from its historical beginnings to present day. A course for the motivated student, which 
meets the middle school requirement for U.S. and Florida history. (C88) 
 
M/J UNITED STATES HISTORY 
210001001 1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to provide students the opportunity to acquire knowledge and understanding 
of the heritage of the United States and its relationship to the present. The content should include, but not 
be limited to, the political, economic, technological, and social development of the United States from the 
exploration period through reconstruction with special emphasis on Floridaôs role in that development. An 
overview will include those later major social, political, and economic issues which made a significant 
impact on contemporary United States. Selection Consideration. Meets the middle school requirement for 
U.S. and Florida history. (C87) 
 
SCIENCE 
M/J BIOLOGY I HONORS Gifted 
High School Credit for Science 
200032001 1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to provide advanced, indepth, exploratory experiences, laboratory 
experiences, and real-life applications in the biological sciences. The content should include, but not be 
limited to the following: the nature of science; matter, energy, and chemical process of life; cell biology, 
reproduction and communication; genetic principles, diversity, and biotechnology; levels of organization, 
classification, and taxonomy; structure, function, and reproduction of plants, animals, and 
microorganisms; behavior of organisms; interdependence of organism, humans, and the environment; 
biological selection, adaptations, and changes through time; agriculture, food, and medical technologies, 
and biological careers. Laboratory investigations, which include the use of scientific research, 
measurement, laboratory technologies, and safety procedures are an integral part of this course. 
Completion of a credit in this course precludes the earning of credit in Biology I. State-authorized honors 
course. (D89) 
 
M/J EARTH/SPACE SCIENCE HONORS 
HIGH SCHOOL CREDIT FOR SCIENCE 
2001132001 1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to provide opportunities for the student to develop concepts basic to the 
earth, its materials, processes, history and environment. The content should include, but not be limited to, 
theories for the formation of the universe, solar system, life cycle of stars interstellar matter, men of 
astronomy, study of astronomical observatories, different types of telescopes, the solar system, the U.S. 
space program, interplanetary explorations, nature of matter and atomic structure, the periodic table, 
mineral identification, igneous, sedimentary and metamorphic rocks, rock cycle, earthôs interior, land 
information, theory of plate tectonics, formation of rivers and streams, erosion, wind, water and 
weathering, glaciers and glacial features and structures, hydrologic cycle, oceanography, island 
formation, atmosphere, mapping weather conditions, composition of soils, energy resources and 
topographic maps. Laboratory investigations of selected topics in the content which also include the use 
of the scientific method, measurement, laboratory apparatus and safety are a part of this course. (D88) 
 
M/J ADVANCED COMPREHENSIVE SCIENCE 3 
200211001 1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to provide the third year of a sequential three year course of study in 
exploratory experiences and activities in concepts of life, earth/space, and physical sciences. The content 
should include, but not be limited to, scientific method; cells, human body; protists; plants, animals, matter 
and energy, geology; astronomy, meteorology, and oceanography. Laboratory investigations of selected 
topics are an integral part of this course. Meets requirement for eighth graders. (D91) 
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M/J COMPREHENSIVE SCIENCE 3 
200210001 1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to provide the third year of a sequential three year course of study in 
exploratory experiences and activities in concepts of life, earth/space, and physical sciences. The content 
should include, but not be limited to, scientific method; cells, human body; protists; plants, animals, matter 
and energy, geology; astronomy, meteorology, and oceanography. Meets requirement for eighth graders.  
Completion of this course precludes earning credit in M/J Comprehensive Science 3, Advanced.                   
Laboratory investigations of selected topics are an integral part of the course. (D87)                                                                  
 
                    

GRADES 6-8 ELECTIVES 
 

READING 
M/J INTENSIVE READING PLUS 
1000010PL  1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to provide intensive reading instruction and practice in reading skills.                                                 
The content should include, but not be limited to, content identified by diagnosis of each student's needs 
for intensive instruction specified in the academic improvement plan and practice in test-taking skills and 
strategies for reading.  The course content must reflect appropriate Sunshine State Standards 
benchmarks. (N16, N17, N18, N26, N27, N28) 
 
M/J INTENSIVE READING  
100001001  1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to provide intensive reading instruction and practice in reading skills.                                            
The content should include, but not be limited to, content identified by diagnosis of each student's needs 
for intensive instruction specified in the academic improvement plan and practice in test-taking skills and 
strategies for reading.  The course content must reflect appropriate Sunshine State Standards 
benchmarks.  (E67, E77, E87, E68, E78, E88) 
 
READING 6-8 
781002001   1.00 Credit 
This course is designed for students functioning at mildly handicapped levels. The purpose of this course 
is to provide instruction in the acquisition of basic reading skills through an integrated reading, listening, 
speaking, and writing approach.  Enrollment in this course is determined by the IEP goals for each      
exceptional student. (E60, E70, E80, E62, E72, E82) 
 
 M/J DEVELOPMENTAL LANGUAGE ARTS THROUGH ESOL (MC) LEVEL 1 
1002180L1   1.00 Credit                                            
The purpose of these courses is to enable native speakers of languages other than English to develop 
proficient reading, writing, listening, viewing, and speaking skills in the English language.  The courses 
encourage the use of multimedia presentations, technology, and text resources to enrich student's 
learning experiences and provide an active learning environment.  Skills and strategies are designed to 
increase the students' level of skill and proficiency while meeting state-mandated assessments.  Oral 
communication, reading, and writing skills are interrelated in order to build a connection between oral and 
written language and empower students with the ability to function in the English language across all 
subject areas. The content should include, but not be limited to the following:             
  - participation in informal and formal English conversation, reading, and  
    writing activities with increased vocabulary usage;                      
  - listening, speaking, reading, and writing experiences for increased      
    communication;                                                           
  - opportunities for informal, formal, and state-mandated assessments. (E63, E73, E83) 
 
M/J DEVELOPMENTAL LANGUAGE ARTS THROUGH ESOL (MC) LEVEL 2 
1002180L2   1.00 Credit                                            
The purpose of these courses is to enable native speakers of languages other than English to develop 
proficient reading, writing, listening, viewing, and speaking skills in the English language.  The courses 
encourage the use of multimedia presentations, technology, and text resources to enrich student's 
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learning experiences and provide an active learning environment.  Skills and strategies are designed to 
increase the students' level of skill and proficiency while meeting state-mandated assessments.  Oral 
communication, reading, and writing skills are interrelated in order to build a connection between oral and 
written language and empower students with the ability to function in the English language across all 
subject areas. The content should include, but not be limited to the following:              
  - participation in informal and formal English conversation, reading, and   
    writing activities with increased vocabulary usage;                       
  - listening, speaking, reading, and writing experiences for increased       
    communication;                                                            
  - opportunities for informal, formal, and state-mandated assessments.  (E64, E74, E84)     

 
M/J DEVELOPMENTAL LANGUAGE ARTS THROUGH ESOL (MC) LEVEL 3 
1002180L3   1.00 Credit                                            
The purpose of these courses is to enable native speakers of languages other than English to develop 
proficient reading, writing, listening, viewing, and speaking skills in the English language.  The courses 
encourage the use of multimedia presentations, technology, and text resources to enrich student's 
learning experiences and provide an active learning environment.  Skills and strategies are designed to 
increase the students' level of skill and proficiency while meeting state-mandated assessments.  Oral 
communication, reading, and writing skills are interrelated in order to build a connection between oral and 
written language and empower students with the ability to function in the English language across all 
subject areas. The content should include, but not be limited to the following:              
  - participation in informal and formal English conversation, reading, and   
    writing activities with increased vocabulary usage;                       
  - listening, speaking, reading, and writing experiences for increased       
    communication;                                                            
  - opportunities for informal, formal, and state-mandated assessments.  (E65, E75, E85)       

 
M/J DEVELOPMENTAL LANGUAGE ARTS THROUGH ESOL (MC) LEVEL 4 
1002180L4   1.00 Credit                                            
The purpose of these courses is to enable native speakers of languages other than English to develop 
proficient reading, writing, listening, viewing, and speaking skills in the English language.  The courses 
encourage the use of multimedia presentations, technology, and text resources to enrich student's 
learning experiences and provide an active learning environment.  Skills and strategies are designed to 
increase the students' level of skill and proficiency while meeting state-mandated assessments.  Oral 
communication, reading, and writing skills are interrelated in order to build a connection between oral and 
written language and empower students with the ability to function in the English language across all 
subject areas. The content should include, but not be limited to the following:              
  - participation in informal and formal English conversation, reading, and   
    writing activities with increased vocabulary usage;                       
  - listening, speaking, reading, and writing experiences for increased       
    communication;                                                            
  - opportunities for informal, formal, and state-mandated assessments.  (E66, E76, E86)      

 
INTENSIVE MATHEMATICS 
M/J INTENSIVE MATHEMATICS 
120400001   1.00 Credit 
This elective course is designed to assist students with content mastery of Math 1, Math 2, or Math 3.                                             
This course can be repeated as needed.  (H67, H77, H87) 
 
FOREIGN LANGUAGES         
 M/J SPANISH FOR SPANISH-SPEAKERS, Beg, 
070900001 1.00 Credits 
This course is designed to provide a review of fundamental language skills for students who already 
speak Spanish, focusing on oral and written communication free from the English interferences. 
Content emphasis is on the reinforcement of the studentsô ability to clearly communicate ideas and 
feelings, both orally and in writing, and the development of comprehension skills through the study of 
reading selections. Selection Consideration: This course is recommended for students who either speak 
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Spanish at home or who function at a similar level of proficiency in Spanish and who place below the 
fourth-grade reading level in Spanish. (F41) 
 
SPANISH FOR SPANISH-SPEAKERS I 
High School Credit 
070930001 1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to provide a review of fundamental grammar and culture for students who 
speak Spanish as a native language, focusing on oral and written communication free from English 
interference. The content should include, but not be limited to, the reinforcement of the studentôs ability to 
communicate ideas and feelings, both orally and in writing, and the development of comprehension skills 
through the study of reading selections. The different cultures of the Spanish-speaking countries will be 
studied. This course is recommended for students who either speak Spanish as a home language or who 
function at a similar level of proficiency in Spanish and who place at the sixth grade reading level in 
Spanish, or who have completed 070901001, or its equivalent. (F42) 
 
SPANISH FOR SPANISH -SPEAKERS II 
High School Credit 
070931001 1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to continue the development of oral and written communication, and cultural 
study. The content should include, but not be limited to, the development of oral communication skills by 
giving oral information, instructions, directions, explanations, and messages. The development of written 
communication skills is stressed including practice in describing story characters, plot, and summarizing 
facts and ideas. The study of culture including the lives and contributions of famous Hispanic people is 
emphasized. This course is for students who have completed 070930001. Or its equivalent. (F43) 
 
M/J SPANISH ï Second Language (Beg.) (Non-speakers) 
070800001 1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the Spanish language and its culture and develop 
interactive communicative skills and cross-cultural understanding. Content emphasis is on listening 
comprehension and speaking with special attention to pronunciation, basic structures, and everyday 
vocabulary. Students are introduced to reading and writing in the language and to basic cultural elements 
of the Spanish-speaking world. This course is for students with no previous study and/or knowledge of 
Spanish. (F31) 
 
M/J SPANISH I ï Second Language 
High School Credit 
070834001 1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the Spanish language and its culture and to develop 
communicative skills and cross-cultural understanding. The content should include, but not be limited to, 
beginning skills in listening and speaking with special attention to pronunciation. An introduction to 
reading and writing should also be included, as well as fundamentals of grammar and culture. (F32) 
 
SPANISH II - Second Language 
High School Credit 
070835001 1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to reinforce fundamental skills in Spanish acquired by the students. This 
course further develops listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills and cultural awareness. The 
content should include, but not be limited to, an expansion of the listening and oral skills previously 
acquired. Reading and writing should receive more emphasis, while oral communication and the 
enhancement of grammar skills remain the primary objectives. This course should include a cultural 
survey of the Spanish-speaking people. This course is for students who have completed 070834001, or its 
equivalent. (F33) 
 
M/J FRENCH, BEGINNING 
070100001 1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the French language and its culture and develop 
interactive communication skills and cross-cultural understanding. Content emphasis is on listening 
comprehension and speaking with special attention to pronunciation, basic structures, and everyday 
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vocabulary. Students are introduced to reading and writing in the language and to basic cultural elements 
of the French-speaking world. This course is for students with no previous study and/or knowledge of 
French. (F11) 
 
M/J FRENCH I 
HIGH SCHOOL CREDIT 
070132001 1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the French language and its culture and to develop 
communicative skills and cross-cultural understanding. The content should include, but not be limited to, 
beginning skills in listening and speaking with special attention to pronunciation. An introduction to 
reading and writing should also be included, as well as the fundamentals of grammar and culture. (F12) 
 
 
M/J FRENCH II  
HIGH SCHOOL CREDIT 
070133001 1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to reinforce the fundamental skills previously acquired by the student. This 
course further develops listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills and cultural awareness. 
The content should include, but not be limited to, an expansion of the listening and oral skills previously 
acquired. Reading and writing should receive more emphasis, while oral communication and the 
enhancement of grammar skills remain the primary objectives. This course should include a cultural 
survey of the French-speaking people. This course is for students who have completed 070132001, or its 
equivalent. (F13) 
 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
M/J COMPREHENSIVE PHYSICAL EDUCATION 1 
150110002   1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to develop competence in: (a) physical fitness, (b) body-management skills 
(c) throwing and catching skills, (d) skills related to striking with the body, (e) skills related striking with  
objects, and (f) strategies. The content should include, but not be limited to the following:  safety practices; 
assessment of health-related fitness; skill-related components of physical fitness; evaluation of physical 
activities in terms of fitness value; principles of exercise and training; psychological values of physical 
fitness including positive self-image; interrelationships among exercise, nutrition, and rest; knowledge and 
refinement of body-management skills; application of body management skills through games/sports;         
knowledge and refinement of throwing and catching skills; application of throwing and catching skills 
through games/sports; knowledge and refinement of skills related to striking objects with the body. (P61, 
P62) 
                       
M/J COMPREHENSIVE PHYSICAL EDUCATION 2 
150111002   1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to develop competence in: (a) physical fitness, (b) body-management skills 
(c) throwing and catching skills, (d) skills related to striking with the body, (e) skills related striking with 
objects, and (f) strategies. The content should include, but not be limited to the following:  safety practices; 
assessment of health-related fitness; skill-related components of physical fitness; evaluation of physical 
activities in terms of fitness value; principles of exercise and training; psychological values of physical 
fitness including positive self-image; interrelationships among exercise, nutrition, and rest; knowledge and 
refinement of body-management skills; application of body management skills through games/sports;         
knowledge and refinement of throwing and catching skills; application of throwing and catching skills 
through games/sports; knowledge and refinement of skills related to striking objects with the body. (P71, 
P72) 
 
M/J COMPREHENSIVE PHYSICAL EDUCATION 3 
150112002   1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to develop competence in: (a) physical fitness, (b) body-management skills 
(c) throwing and catching skills, (d) skills related to striking with the body, (e) skills related striking with 
objects, and (f) strategies. The content should include, but not be limited to the following:  safety practices; 
assessment of health-related fitness; skill-related components of physical fitness; evaluation of physical 
activities in terms of fitness value; principles of exercise and training; psychological values of physical 
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fitness including positive self-image; interrelationships among exercise, nutrition, and rest; knowledge and 
refinement of body-management skills; application of body management skills through games/sports;         
knowledge and refinement of throwing and catching skills; application of throwing and catching skills 
through games/sports; knowledge and refinement of skills related to striking objects with the body. (P81, 
P82) 
 
M/J DANCE EXERCISE AND TEAM SPORTS 
150102003   6

th
 Grade 1.00 Credit 

150103003   7
th
 Grade 1.00 Credit 

150104003   8
th
 Grade 1.00 Credit 

The purpose of this course is to: (a) improve health-related fitness through participation in games/sports, 
gymnastics, dance, and individual developmental activities and (b) evaluate physical activities in terms of 
fitness values. The content should include, but not be limited to the following:          

 safety practices                                                        

 assessment of health-related fitness                                    

 skill-related components of physical fitness                            

 evaluation of physical activities in terms of fitness value             

 principles of exercise and training                                     

 psychological values of physical fitness including positive self-image  

 interrelationships among exercise, nutrition, and rest                  

 fitness activities      (P63/P64, P73/P74, P83/P84)                                                
                                                                          
GET SET MAGNET SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY COURSES 
M/J EXPLORING TECHNOLOGY 
860002012  1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to introduce 6

th
 grade students to the kinds and levels of work performed in 

both todays and our future technological world.  Laboratory experiences revolving around electronics, 
computers, and the technology systems of communications, production, construction, and        
transportation will allow students to explore the requisites and special skills for careers in our 
technological world.  Students in this course will comply with safety rules and regulations concerning the 
use of machines and class procedures. (S11) 
 
SPACE TECHNOLOGY AND ENGINEERING 
200233001   1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to provide the 7

th
 grade student with a study of the complexity of 

technological problems and some of the methods being used to solve them through an understanding of 
engineering concepts, computer technology and other technological advances. The content should 
include, but not be limited to, engineering concepts and technology, computer technology, computer 
programming, biomedical advances, and space exploration. Laboratory investigations of selected topics in 
the content which also include the use of the scientific method, measurement, laboratory apparatus and 
safety are an integral part of the course. Completion of a credit in this course precludes the earning of 
credit in fundamentals of science and technology.  (S13) 
 
BIOLOGY TECHNOLOGY 
200043002   1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to provide exploratory experiences and laboratory and real life applications 
in the biological sciences to 8

th
 grade students. The content should include, but not be limited to, the 

following: the nature of science, matter, energy, and chemical processes of life, cell biology, genetics, 
classification and taxonomy, structure, function, and reproduction of plants, animals, and microorganisms, 
behavior of organisms, biological selection, adaptations, and agricultural, food, and medical technologies 
and careers. Laboratory investigations, which include the use of scientific research, measurement, 
laboratory technologies, and safety procedures, are an integral part of this course.  (S14) 
 
 
TECHNOLOGY COURSES 
M/J EXPLORING THE INTERNET  
020006001   1.00 Credit 
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The purpose of this course is to enable students to develop basic knowledge of the functions, capabilities, 
applications, and social implications of the internet. The content should include, but not be limited to, the 
following:             
- web page design                                                                              
- ethical use of the internet                                                 
- navigation skills                                                           
- search strategies                                                           
- information literacy skills                                                 
- telecommunications            (R21, R22)      
 
M/J WEB DESIGN 1 
020003001   1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to provide opportunities to expand knowledge of logical concepts used in 
systems design in a problem-solving environment. The content should include, but is not limited to the 
study of the development of systems, building simple models, using simulation software, and basic 
concepts of artificial intelligence and robotics.                  
SC***This course is for highly motivated students who have had previous computer coursework or 
experience.      (R23, R24)      
 
M/J WEB DESIGN 2 
020004001   1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to enable students to develop knowledge of emergent computer-based 
technologies and telecommunications and related ethics, issues, and trends. The contents should include, 
but not be limited to, the following:  emergent computer-based technologies, emergent 
telecommunications, evaluation concepts, careers in emergent technologies.                                    
SC***This course is designed for the student who has completed the Web Design 2 course or has had 
equivalent experiences with computer technology. (R25, R26)                                                                                                                                           
 
M/J YEARBOOK 1 
170000001   1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to enable first year students to develop the skills necessary to produce a 
basic research product. The content should include, but not be limited to, identification of research topics 
and problems, and development of basic research method skills.  The development and/or application of 
the research skills must be appropriate for the developmental level of the middle school student. 
Research should be performed in connection with a specified field of study. (R15, R16) 
 
M/J YEARBOOK 2 
170001001   1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to enable second year students to develop an understanding of research 
design and basic data collection. The content should include, but not be limited to, refining research 
problems, developing hypotheses, conducting basic research based on defined hypotheses and 
understanding basic data collection procedures.  The development and/or application of the research 
skills must be appropriate for the developmental level of the middle school student. Research should be 
performed in connection with a specified field of study. (R17, R18) 
 
M/J YEARBOOK 3 
170002001   1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to enable students to develop their knowledge about using community and 
library research sources in identifying topics and developing hypotheses and develop their knowledge 
about collecting and using data. The content should include, but not be limited to, discussing literary         
and community resources for research, developing operational hypotheses and collecting and using data.  
The development and/or application of the research skills must be appropriate for the developmental level 
of the middle school student. Research should be performed in connection with a specified field of study.  
(R19, R20) 
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M/J PERSONAL CAREER & SCHL DEV 1 M /J COURSE RECOVERY ï LAN ARTS 1 
0500000RL   1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to provide students who have been designated as at-risk of dropping out of 
middle school with an opportunity to experience success in school and improve attitudes and behaviors 
towards learning, self, school, and community. The content should include: knowledge of self and others, 
development of positive attitudes, family relationships, peer pressure, individual responsibility, goal 
setting, time management, decision making, problem solving, leadership skills, life management skills, 
employability skills, and career awareness.  (A01, A02) 
 
M/J PERSONAL CAREER & SCHL DEV 1 M /J COURSE RECOVERY ï LAN ARTS 2 
0500010RL   1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to provide students who have been designated as at-risk of dropping out of 
middle school with an opportunity to experience success in school and improve attitudes and behaviors 
towards learning, self, school, and community. The content should include: knowledge of self and others, 
development of positive attitudes, family relationships, peer pressure, individual responsibility, goal 
setting, time management, decision making, problem solving, leadership skills, life management skills, 
employability skills, and career awareness.  (A03, A04)       
 
M/J PERSONAL CAREER, & SCHL DEV 1 M/J COURSE RECOVERY - MATH  1 
0500000RM   1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to provide students who have been designated as at-risk of dropping out of 
middle school with an opportunity to experience success in school and improve attitudes and behaviors 
towards learning, self, school, and community. The content should include: knowledge of self and others, 
development of positive attitudes, family relationships, peer pressure, individual responsibility, goal 
setting, time management, decision making, problem solving, leadership skills, life management skills, 
employability skills, and career awareness.  (B01, B02) 
 
M/J PERSONAL CAREER, & SCHL DEV 1 M/J COURSE RECOVERY - MATH  2 
0500010RM   1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to provide students who have been designated as at-risk of dropping out of 
middle school with an opportunity to experience success in school and improve attitudes and behaviors 
towards learning, self, school, and community. The content should include: knowledge of self and others, 
development of positive attitudes, family relationships, peer pressure, individual responsibility, goal 
setting, time management, decision making, problem solving, leadership skills, life management skills, 
employability skills, and career awareness.  (B03, B04) 
 
M/J PERSONAL CAREER, & SCHL DEV 1 M/J COURSE RECOVERY ï SOC STUDIES - GEOGRAPHY 
0500000RS   1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to provide students who have been designated as at-risk of dropping out of 
middle school with an opportunity to experience success in school and improve attitudes and behaviors 
towards learning, self, school, and community. The content should include: knowledge of self and others, 
development of positive attitudes, family relationships, peer pressure, individual responsibility, goal 
setting, time management, decision making, problem solving, leadership skills, life management skills, 
employability skills, and career awareness.  (C01, C02) 
 
M/J PERSONAL CAREER, & SCHL DEV 1 M/J COURSE RECOVERY ï SOC STUDIES - CIVICS 
0500010RS   1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to provide students who have been designated as at-risk of dropping out of 
middle school with an opportunity to experience success in school and improve attitudes and behaviors 
towards learning, self, school, and community. The content should include: knowledge of self and others, 
development of positive attitudes, family relationships, peer pressure, individual responsibility, goal 
setting, time management, decision making, problem solving, leadership skills, life management skills, 
employability skills, and career awareness.  (C03, C04) 
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M/J PERSONAL CAREER & SCHL DEV 1 M /J COURSE RECOVERY ï SCIENCE 1 
0500000RN   1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to provide students who have been designated as at-risk of dropping out of 
middle school with an opportunity to experience success in school and improve attitudes and behaviors 
towards learning, self, school, and community. The content should include: knowledge of self and others, 
development of positive attitudes, family relationships, peer pressure, individual responsibility, goal 
setting, time management, decision making, problem solving, leadership skills, life management skills, 
employability skills, and career awareness.  (D01, D02) 
 
M/J PERSONAL CAREER & SCHL DEV 1 M /J COURSE RECOVERY ï SCIENCE 2 
0500010RN   0.50 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to provide students who have been designated as at-risk of dropping out of 
middle school with an opportunity to experience success in school and improve attitudes and behaviors 
towards learning, self, school, and community. The content should include: knowledge of self and others, 
development of positive attitudes, family relationships, peer pressure, individual responsibility, goal 
setting, time management, decision making, problem solving, leadership skills, life management skills, 
employability skills, and career awareness.  (D03, D04) 
 
FINE ARTS 
M/J DRAMA 1 
040000001   1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this annual introductory course is to provide an overview of the study and practice of 
dramatic arts.  The students are encouraged to participate in a variety of informal dramatic activities. The 
content should include, but not be limited to, opportunities for self-expression through individual and group 
participation in dramatics. (J11, J12) 
 
M/J DRAMA 2 
040001001   1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to provide students with continued opportunities to learn about, develop and 
participate in dramatic activities.  The course should include exercises that will help students apply             
fundamental techniques of acting, interpretation for the stage, and basic technical theatre skills.                                       
Prerequisites: M/J Drama I and teacher approval.  (J13, J14) 
 
M/J DRAMA 3 
040002001   1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to provide students with background information on some technical aspects 
of the theatre and to introduce the student to drama as part of the humanities. The content should include, 
but not be limited to, the study of historical development, dramatic works, technical areas of staging, plot 
progression, and other aspects of drama activities. Prerequisites: M/J Drama II and teacher approval.  
(J15, J16) 
 
M/J ART/ART APPRECIATION 1 
010000001   1.00 Credit 
This annual course is designed to develop five objectives in the sixth grade student:  perceptual 
awareness, manipulative ability, knowledge and sensitivity to the arts, intellectual association, and the 
ability to produce artwork.  Experiences are planned developmentally in nine areas of art: drawing, 
painting, printmaking, photography, textiles, ceramics, sculpture, and collage.  (J21, J22)    
 
M/J ART/ART APPRECIATION 2 
010001001   1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to give seventh grade students a basic understanding of crafts methods, 
media, techniques and craftsmanship. The content should include, but not be limited to, basic design 
concepts in functional and decorative works of art; the value and historic significance of crafts as an 
important realm of human experience; production of well-designed craft works using various materials and 
techniques; the criteria for making judgments about the aesthetic merits of craft objects of art; the 
concepts of design and craftsmanship; and evaluations of their own work, work of peers and work of 
master artisans. (J23, J24) 
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M/J ART/ART APPRECIATION 3 
010002001  1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to provide eighth grade students with opportunities to develop an 
understanding of the artistic expression of ideas through a variety of two and three dimensional media.                                 
The content should include, but not be limited to, the development of awareness of the environment, 
exploration of ideas, emotions, experiences and observations as content of artwork; exploration of media 
and techniques and the use of the elements and principles of design to develop works of art.  In addition, 
art criticism techniques will be developed based on student's own work, peer work, and work of master 
artists.  Art careers will be discussed in relation to the media and concepts explored. (J25, J26)                              
 
M/J CHESS 1 
170000001   1.00 Credit   
The purpose of this first year chess course is to equip students with learning strategies, critical thinking 
skills, and problem solving skills that will enhance their learning experiences in school and increase the 
likelihood of higher level performance in academic and nonacademic endeavors through the game of 
chess. The content should include, but not be limited to the following:              
- communication skills                                                        
- learning strategies                                                         
- critical thinking skills                                                    
- problem solving skills   (R01, R02) 
 
M/J CHESS 2 
170000001   1.00 Credit   
The purpose of this second year chess course is to equip students with learning strategies, critical 
thinking skills, and problem solving skills that will enhance their learning experiences in school and 
increase the likelihood of higher level performance in academic and nonacademic endeavors through the 
game of chess. The content should include, but not be limited to the following:              
- communication skills                                                        
- learning strategies                                                         
- critical thinking skills                                                    
- problem solving skills   (R03, R04) 
 
M/J CHESS 3 
170002001   1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this third year chess course is to equip students with learning strategies, critical thinking 
skills, and problem solving skills that will enhance their learning experiences in school and increase the 
likelihood of higher level performance in academic and nonacademic endeavors through the game of 
chess. The content should include, but not be limited to the following:              
- communication skills                                                        
- learning strategies                                                         
- critical thinking skills                                                    
- problem solving skills   (R05, R06) 
 
MUSIC 
M/J CHORUS 1 
130300001   1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to provide students opportunities to develop skills in vocal production, to 
participate in a musical ensemble, and to develop musicianship skills including reading.  The content 
should include, but not be limited to, vocal performance techniques, interpretation of music notation, and 
understanding of music fundamentals.   (M11, M12) 
 
M/J CHORUS 2 
130301001   1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to provide students with varied performance experiences in vocal ensemble 
and part singing. The content should include, but not be limited to, vocal performance techniques, 
interpretation of music notation, and understanding of music fundamentals. (M13, M14) 
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M/J CHORUS 3 
130302001   1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to provide students with musical experiences through the performance of a 
variety of vocal literature. The content should include, but not be limited to, performance of medium level 
literature, interpretation of various musical styles and forms, and part singing. (M15, M16)                                                                                                                            
 
M/J BAND 1 
130200001   1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to provide students opportunities to develop performance skills on a band 
instrument, to participate in a musical ensemble, and to develop musicianship skills including reading.               
The content should include, but not be limited to, instrumental performance techniques, interpretation of 
music notation, and understanding of music fundamentals.  (M31, M32) 
 
M/J BAND 2 
130201001   1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to provide students with varied performance experiences in 
band/instrumental ensemble. The content should include, but not be limited to, instrumental performance 
techniques, interpretation of music notation, and understanding of music fundamentals.  (M33, M34) 
 
M/J BAND 3 
130202001   1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to provide students with musical experiences through the performance of a 
variety of band literature. The content should include, but not be limited to, performance of medium-level 
literature and interpretation of various musical styles and forms. (M35, M36)                                                                      
 
M/J GUITAR 1 
130106001   1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to provide students with musical experiences on the guitar in performance 
skills and interpretation of simple notation. The content should include, but not be limited to, guitar 
performance techniques, interpretation of music notation including chord symbols, and understanding of 
music fundamentals.  (M21, M22)   
 
M/J GUITAR 2 
130107001   1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to provide students with musical experiences on the guitar in performance 
skills and interpretation of simple notation. The content should include, but not be limited to, guitar 
performance techniques, interpretation of music notation including chord symbols, and understanding of 
music fundamentals.  (M23, M24)   
 
M/J GUITAR 3 
130108001   1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to provide students with musical experiences through performance of a 
variety of guitar literature. The content should include, but not be limited to, performance of medium     
level literature and interpretation of analysis of various musical styles and forms. (M25, M26)    
 
M/J ORCHESTRA 1 
130204001   1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to provide students opportunities to develop performance skills on orchestral 
instruments, to participate in a musical ensemble, and to develop musicianship skills including reading. 
The content should include, but not be limited to, instrumental performance techniques, interpretation of 
music notation, and understanding of music fundamentals.  (M41, M42) 
 
M/J ORCHESTRA 2 
130205001   1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to provide students with varied performance experiences in 
orchestra/instrumental ensemble. The content should include, but not be limited to, instrumental 
performance techniques, interpretation of music notation, and understanding of music fundamentals. 
(M43, M44) 
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M/J ORCHESTRA 3 
130206001   1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to provide students with musical experiences through the performance of a 
variety of orchestra literature. The content should include, but not be limited to, performance of medium    
level literature and interpretation of various musical styles and forms. (M45, M46) 
 
M/J KEYBOARD 1 
130103001   1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to provide students with musical experiences on the keyboard in 
performance skills and interpretation of simple notation. The content should include, but not be limited to, 
keyboard performance techniques, interpretation of music notation and understanding of music       
fundamentals. (M51, M52) 
 
M/J KEYBOARD 2 
130104001   1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to provide students with musical performance experiences at the keyboard.                                                
The content should include, but not be limited to, keyboard performance techniques, interpretation of 
music notation, and understanding of music fundamentals.  (M53, M54)   
 
M/J KEYBOARD 3 
130105001   1.00 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to provide students with musical experiences through the performance of a 
variety of keyboard literature. The content should include, but not be limited to, performance of medium      
level literature and interpretation and analysis of various musical style and forms. (M55, M56)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
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GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

BEHAVIOR/SAFETY GUIDELINES 
 
Students at Miami Springs Middle School should always use their best behavior. They should be 
courteous, well mannered, and demonstrate concern for others. If students act in this way, we 
can only anticipate a year with few disciplinary problems. 
 
Students at this school are governed by the Code of Student Conduct.  This document was 
created by the Miami-Dade County Public School Board and outlines the rights and 
responsibilities of students throughout this county.  The complete document will be reviewed 
with students in all social studies classes and posted on the schoolôs website. 
 
While students have the right to receive the best education possible, and to be treated with 
dignity and respect, their behaviors may not infringe on the rights of others.  Certain behaviors 
will not be tolerated. Unacceptable behaviors include, but are not limited to: 
 
1.) disturbing the learning environment; 
2.) disregarding requests of faculty and staff; 
3.) profanity; 
4.) smoking; 
5.) vandalism; 
6.) verbal and/or physical assault; 
7.) possession of weapons of any kind; 
8.) skipping school or individual classes; 
9.) possession and/or use of drugs or illegal substances; 
 
Wireless communication devices include, but are not limited to cellular phones, MP3 players, 
and electronic games. Students cannot use a wireless communication device during the 
instructional day. This includes during class, in the library, during lunch breaks, during class 
changes, and during any other structured activity.  All wireless communication devices must be 
turned off during the instructional day. Students must conceal wireless communication devices 
in backpacks, pockets, purse or other container during the instructional day. The school is not 
responsible if a studentôs wireless communication device is lost or stolen. 
 
Violation of the code of student conduct may result in a parent conference, after school 
detention, indoor suspension, outdoor suspension, assignment to opportunity school, or other 
disciplinary action. 

 
ATTENDANCE PROCEDURES 
 
School is in session from 9:10 a.m. until 3:50 p.m. Students are expected to be in attendance 
every day unless there are specific reasons for absences. Daily attendance is important to 
student progress.  
 
On the day following an absence, the student is required to bring a note, signed by the parent or 
guardian, giving the date of the absence as well as the reason.  Excused absences are limited to 
the following: 
 

1.)  Student illness 
2.)  Medical appointment 
3.)  Death in the family 
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4.)  Observance of a religious holiday or service when mandated for all members of 
that faith 

5.)  School sponsored event or activity previously approved 
6.) Other individual absences beyond the control of the parent or the student as 

approved by the principal or designee. 
 
An ñadmitò pass will be issued by the teacher in homeroom time on the day following an 
absence. This ñadmitò pass will designate whether the absence is satisfactory or unsatisfactory. 
Students arriving to school after homeroom must pick up an ñadmitò pass in offices 606 or 608 
from an assistant principal or the attendance secretary. 
 
A secondary student accumulating ten or more unexcused absences in an annual course or five 
or more unexcused absences in a semester course will be subject to the withholding of final 
credit, pending a student/parent requested administrative review of all absences by the 
attendance review committee.  In addition, the student will automatically be enrolled in the 
Truancy Intervention Program developed and enforced by the State Attorneyôs Office. 
 
GRADING 
 
Report cards will be issued each nine weeks. The final grade in an annual course will be an 
average of the four grading periods plus the mid-term and final examinations. 
 
The final grade for the year will be determined from the following: 

20% for each 9 week grading period 
10% for the mid-term examination 
10% for the final examination 

 
Academic grading scale (as mandated by the State of Florida) 
 90  -  100 A - Excellent 
 80  -  89 B - Good 
 70  -  79 C - Satisfactory 
 60  -  69 D - minimal acceptable average 
 0  -  68 F - Failure 
 
Effort grading scale 
 1 ï Outstanding 
 2 ï Satisfactory 
 3 ï Insufficient 
 
 
Conduct 
 A - Indicates best possible classroom participation and conduct 
 B - The student has shown attentiveness or has not been discourteous 
 C - Indicates a lack of self discipline 
 D - Student has created frequent classroom disruptions 
 F - Unacceptable classroom conduct 
 
Honor Roll Criteria 
 
Principalôs Honor Roll  4.0 average in scholarship and conduct 
Scholastic Honor Roll  3.0 or above in scholarship and conduct 
Conduct Honor Roll  All Aôs and Bôs in conduct 
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HOME LEARNING  
 
Home learning assignments are an integral part of the educational process. Teachers use home 
learning as practice of skills taught in class, as well as extension of these skills.  Students will 
bring home specific home learning policies and guidelines in accordance with their class. The 
responsibilities of the student include the following: 
 

1. Completing assigned home learning as directed by the teacher. 
2. Returning home learning to the teacher by the designated time. 
3. Submitting home learning assignments which reflect attention to detail and quality of 

work. 
4. Devoting a minimum of 30 minutes each day to reading as an additional part of the 

home learning. 
 
BELL SCHEDULE 

 
MONDAY SCHEDULE 

 
     9:00  1st Warning Bell 
     9:05  2nd Warning Bell 
     9:10 ï 9:25  Homeroom 
     9:30 ï 10:20 Period 1 
     10:25 ï 11:15 Period 2 
     11:20 ï 1:05 Period 3 with Lunch 
     1:10 ï 2:00  Period 4 
     2:05 ï 2:55  Period 5 
     3:00 ï 3:50     Period 6 

 
TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY AND FRIDAY SCHEDULES 

 
     9:00  1st Warning Bell 
     9:05  2nd Warning Bell  

        9:10 ï 9:27 Homeroom  
        9:32 ï 11:21 First Block 
        11:26 ï 1:56  Second Block with Lunch 
        2:01 ï 3:50 Third Block 
 
*Please refer to the yearly calendar provided to all students and parents on the first day of 
school to determine the specific periods for each day from Tuesday through Friday. 
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UNIFORM POLICY 
 
Miami Springs Middle School has a mandatory uniform policy. Student dress code will comply at 
all times with the requirements of Miami-Dade County Public School Board Rule 6GX13-5C-
1.031, which states: 
 
ñA student who wears items of clothing which, because of fit, design, color, texture, inadequate 
coverage, or some other factor, create a classroom or school disorder or distract the attention of 
another student or students in any class in session from the lesson being presented or from any 
other assigned school activity, or which create a safety or health hazard for any student in the 
school, shall be required to change the clothing to eliminate the disorder, distraction or hazard. 
Failure on the part of a student to do so shall result in disciplinary measures which may include 
suspension from school.ò 
 

1. All students will wear uniform style pants. The pants must be solid khaki or solid navy in 
color. Pants will be belted at the waist and extend to the ankles. All pants must be size 
appropriate. Cargo pants, sweatpants, exercise pants, stretch pants, and jeans (of any 
color) are not permitted. 

2. All students will wear uniform style polo shirts. The shirts must be solid white or solid 
navy blue in color. The polo shirt must have no more than three or four buttons. The shirt 
must also have a collar and sleeves. The uniform shirt must be size appropriate and 
EITHER tucked in or hip length. The shirts must also have the administrator approved 
official school logo in the upper left hand corner of the polo shirt. All undershirts must 
also be size appropriate and either solid navy blue or solid white in color. Striped polo 
shirts and undershirts are not permitted. 

3. All students will wear solid colored, size appropriate jackets/sweaters. Writing, designs, 
slogans or pictures of any kind are not permitted on the jackets/sweaters. Wearing the 
hood while on campus is not permitted. 

4. All students will wear closed toed shoes that are secured at the heel of the foot. 
Sneakers may be used. 

5. Hats, bandanas, scarves, gloves, shorts, skirts, Capri pants, stretch pants, and dresses 
will not be permitted. Writing, pictures, or designs of any kind on shirts, pants, or jackets 
are not permitted. 

6. All students will wear school, club, team, and other school sponsored t-shirts on 
specified days only which have been approved by the principal or the principalôs 
designee. 

7. All students must wear their ID badges while on school campus. 
8. Belts have to be solid in color. No large buckles or metal studs are permitted. No 

hanging chain swags or wallet swags are permitted. 
9. All students are expected to comply with the Miami Springs Middle School Mandatory 

Uniform Policy at all times. Only items allowed in the dress code are permitted 
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Miami Springs Middle School 
 

CLUBS AND ORGANIZATIONS 
 
EXTRA-CURRICULAR GROUPS 
 
A.  CLUBS 
 
 Cheerleaders 
 500 Role Models 
 Environmentalist Club 
 Future Teachers of America (FEA) 
 Yearbook Club 
 Multi-Media 
 National Junior Honor Society 
 Student Council 
 Junior Achievement 
 Youth Act 
 Youth Crime Watch 
 
B.  ATHLETICS 
 
 Basketball-Boys 
 Basketball-Girls 
 Cross-Country-Boys 
 Cross-Country-Girls 
 Golf 
 Soccer-Boys 
 Soccer-Girls 
 Softball-Boys 
 Softball-Girls 
 Swimming 
 Tennis 
 Track & Field-Boys 
 Track & Field-Girls 
 Volleyball-Boys 
 Volleyball-Girls 
 Wrestling 
 
CURRICULAR GROUPS 
 
     CLUBS 
 
 Art Club      
 Band          Computers 
 Dance 
 FCCLA 
 Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA) 
 Geography Club 
 OK Club 
 Spanish Club 
 SECME 
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Miami-Dade County Public Schools 
2011 - 2012 

 
GRADUATION GUIDELINES & COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 

 High School Graduation Programs 
 

 2011-2012 High School Graduation Options and Requirements 
 

 Admission to Florida State University System 
 

 Floridaôs Bright Futures Scholarship Program 
 

 Career Planning / College Entrance Examinations 
 

 Career Technical Education / College Connection 
 

 High School Diplomas / Certificates 
 

 Grading Student Performance 
 

 Grade Point Average 
 

 Provisions for Acceleration 
 

 Homework Policy 
 

 Attendance Policy 
 

 Eligibility for Participation in Interscholastic Extracurricular Athletics and 
Activities 

 

 Student Rights and Responsibilities 
 

 The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act 
 

 Magnet Programs 
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CURRICULUM BULLETIN - 1 FRONTMATTER 
 

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION PROGRAMS 
 

The Secondary School Redesign Act, also known as the ñA++ Plan for Education,ò was initially 
passed by the Florida Legislature and signed into law by the Governor to become effective on 
July 1, 2006 and was amended by the Legislature in the 2010 session. The provisions of this law 
include academic course requirements at the middle school level to better prepare middle 
school students for senior high school. Also, in order to increase the rigor and relevance of the 
senior high school experience and to prepare high school students for college and the 
workplace, the high school instructional program was changed significantly. 
 
Ninth graders who entered high school in the 2007-2008 school year and thereafter are required 
to earn 16 core academic credits and eight elective credits in order to graduate with a high 
school diploma. Core requirements consist of four credits in English and mathematics; three 
credits of science and social science; one credit of fine and performing arts; and one credit of 
physical education with the integration of health education. The amended Secondary Redesign 
Act increased the rigor of mathematics and science requirements and also revised the 
assessment procedures used to assess student performance.  
 
Currently, there are five options for high school graduation and earning a diploma, two of which 
are accelerated options. Students and their parents may select from one of the five options, 
although if the student and his/her parents do not select a graduation option, the student will be 
considered to have selected the four-year, 24-credit standard program. In order to graduate, all 
five options require students to earn a passing score on the Grade 10 Florida Comprehensive 
Assessment Test 2.0 (FCAT 2.0) Reading test, earn a specific grade point average (GPA) on a 
4.0 scale, and successfully complete the required courses listed in the chart entitled ñ2011-
2012ò Graduation Requirements. 
 
The graduation options are as follows: 
 

 A four-year, 24-credit standard program; 
 

 A three-year, 18-credit college preparatory program;  
 

 A three-year, 18-credit career preparatory program; 
 

 An International Baccalaureate program; and 
 

 An Advanced International Certificate of Education program. 
 
Prior to selecting one of the two three-year, 18-credit programs the following requirements must 
be met: 
 
1. The requirements, advantages, and disadvantages of each graduation option are to be 
explained to the student and his/her parents. 
 
2. A signed parental consent form (FM-6911) must be submitted to the principal and guidance 
counselor to enroll in either one of the accelerated programs. 
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The requirements for the two three-year, 18-credit options have been changed several times by 
the Florida Legislature since these options became available to students in 2003-2004. Students 
are responsible for the requirements in force at the time they selected an accelerated program. 
 
As mentioned above, the requirements for the four-year, 24-credit program were changed by the 
Florida Legislature for students who entered the 9th grade in 2007-2008 and again for students 
who entered 9th grade in 2010-2011. Students who enrolled in the four-year, 24- credit program 
prior to July 1, 2007, are responsible for the requirements in force at that time.  
 
High school courses successfully completed by a student in grades 6 - 8 can be applied to the 
requirements for graduation. However, the student and his/her parents are reminded that high 
school credits earned prior to 9th grade as well as through the adult education program are 
generally not recognized by the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) toward a 
studentôs eligibility to participate in college athletics. For information regarding athletic 
scholarships and eligibility, it is recommended that contact be made with the National Collegiate 
Athletic Association (NCAA) at www.ncaa.org or the athletic director at the studentôs school. 
 
A student selecting either of the two three-year, 18-credit programs must be enrolled in high 
school for a minimum of three school years. Upon graduation this student will be eligible to apply 
for a Florida Bright Futures Scholarship, if he/she has met the programôs requirements. 
 
A student, who has selected one of the three-year, 18-credit programs and is considering 
enrollment in a magnet school/program, career-focused academy, or career technical education 
preparation program, will need to inquire about the requirements of the specific program. There 
are certain programs which have requirements that would not be able to be met within either 
accelerated option. Staff responsible for the individual programs will be able to explain the 
requirements of a given program and whether or not it would be possible to meet those 
requirements within the three-year, 18-credit option. 
 
Students who successfully complete the International Baccalaureate curriculum or the 
Advanced International Certificate of Education curriculum meet the graduation requirements 
and are eligible to receive a standard diploma. 
 
In order to graduate, a student who has selected the four-year, 24-credit standard program, 
must demonstrate mastery of the Sunshine State Standards and complete a community service 
project. In order to be designated as a 10th grade student, a 9th grade student must have 
earned a minimum of four credits, which must include one credit in English/ESOL or one credit 
in mathematics. To be designated as an 11th grade student, a 10th grade student must have 
earned a minimum of 9 credits, which must include two credits in English/ESOL, one credit in 
mathematics, and one credit in science or one credit in English/ESOL, two credits in 
mathematics, and one credit in science. To be designated as a 12th grade student, an 11th 
grade student must have earned a minimum of 16 credits, which must include three credits in 
English/ESOL, two credits in mathematics, and two credits in science or two credits in 
English/ESOL, three credits in mathematics, and two credits in science . 
 
For a student enrolled in either one of the two accelerated graduation programs, the student 
must earn at least five credits by the end of grade 9 and 11 credits by the end of grade 10. 
 
Entering 9th grade students must have a completed electronic Personalized Education Plan 
(ePEP). The ePEP should have been initiated in middle school and reviewed and revised, if 
necessary, at each grade level thereafter. Students entering 9th grade without an ePEP, must 
complete one no later than the end of the first semester of 9th grade. 
 

http://www.ncaa.org/
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HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 

2011-2012 
 

This table represents requirements for students who entered 9th grade in 2007-2008 through 2010-2011 
school years. In order to graduate from high school and earn a diploma, students must successfully 
complete the required credits, earn the required grade point average (GPA), and earn a passing score on 
the FCAT graduation test. 

 

 24 Credit Program 18 Credit College 
Preparatory Program 

18 Credit Career 
Preparatory Program 

ENGLISH/ESOL 

 
4 credits (major 
concentration in 
composition, reading for 
information, and 
literature) 

 

4 credits (major 
concentration in 
composition, reading for 
information, and literature) 

 

4 credits (major 
concentration in 
composition, reading for 
information, and literature) 

 

MATHEMATICS 

 
4 credits (Algebra I, 
Geometry, & 2 courses at 
the Algebra I level or 
higher) 

 

4 credits (Algebra I, 
Geometry, & 2 courses at 
the Algebra II level or 
higher) 

 

4 credits (Algebra I, 
Geometry, & 2 courses at 
the Algebra II level or 
higher) 

 
SCIENCE 

 
3 credits (Earth/Space 
Science, Biology I and 
one course from the 
following: Chemistry, 
Physical Science, 
Physics, or Integrated 
Science III 

 

3 credits (Earth/Space 
Science, Biology I and one 
course from the following: 
Chemistry, Physical 
Science, Physics, or 
Integrated Science III 

 

3 credits (Earth/Space 
Science, Biology I and one 
course from the following: 
Chemistry, Physical 
Science, Physics, or 
Integrated Science III 
 

 
SOCIAL SCIENCE 

 
3 credits (World History, 
United States History, 
United States 
Government, & 
Economics) 

 

3 credits (World History, 
United States History, 
United States Government, 
& Economics) 
 

 

3 credits (World History, 
United States History, 
United States 
Government, & 
Economics) 

 
FOREIGN 

LANGUAGE 

 

Not required (foreign 
language credit is 
required for admission 
to state universities) 

 

2 credits in the same 
language or demonstrated 
proficiency in a second 
language 

 

Not required 

 

PERFORMING/FINE 

ARTS/PRACTICAL 

ARTS/CAREER & 
TECHNICAL 

EDUCATION 

 

1 credit in performing/ 
fine arts or a practical 
arts course that 
incorporates artistic 
content and techniques 
of creativity, 
interpretation, and 
imagination 

 

Not required 

 
Not required 

 

PHYSICAL 

EDUCATION/ 
HEALTH 

 

1 credit 

 
Not required 

 
Not required 
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ELECTIVES 

 
8 credits  2 credits 

 
3 credits in a single career/ 
technical education 
program & 1 elective 
credit; or 3 credits in a 
single technical certificate 
dual enrollment & 1 
elective credit; or 4 credits 
in career/technical 
education (including 3 
credits in one sequential 
career/technical education 
program) 

 
GRADE POINT 

AVERAGE(GPA) 

 

2.0 

 
3.5 (beginning with 
students who entered 9th 

grade in 2006-2007 and 
thereafter; for students who 
entered 9th grade prior to 
2006-2007, required GPA 
is 3.0) 

 

3.0 

 

MINIMUM GRADE 

TO EARN COURSE 
CREDIT 
TESTING 

 

ñDò 

 
ñBò (weighted or 
unweighted) 

 

ñCò (weighted or 
unweighted) 

 

TESTING 

 
Students must earn a 
passing score on the 
Grade 10 FCAT 2.0 
Reading or scores on a 
standardized test that are 
concordant with the 
passing scores on the 
FCAT (ACT or SAT) 

 

Students must earn a 
passing score on the Grade 
10 FCAT 2.0 Reading or 
scores on a standardized 
test that are concordant 
with the passing scores on 
the FCAT (ACT or SAT) 

 

Students must earn a 
passing score on the 
Grade 10 FCAT 2.0 
Reading or scores on a 
standardized test that are 
concordant with the 
passing scores on the 
FCAT (ACT or SAT) 

 
COMMUNITY 

SERVICE 

 

Required (see 
Explanatory Notes chart) 

 

Not required 

 
Not required 

 

ANTICIPATED TIME 

TO COMPLETION 
 

4 years 

 
3 years 

 
3 years 

 

 
 

EXPLANATORY NOTES 
 

ENGLISH/LANGUAGE ARTS English I, II, III, & IV or English I-IV Through ESOL are required to 
meet the English/language arts graduation requirement. This 
requirement applies to all three graduation options It should be noted 
that grade 9 and 10 students who scored at Levels 1 and 2 on the 
most recent administration of the FCAT reading test as well as grade 
11 and 12 retakers will be required to take an intensive reading 
course in lieu of an elective and in addition to the required English 
course. ELLôs scoring at Levels 1 and 2 on the most recent 
administration of FCAT reading are to be enrolled in a Developmental 
Language Through ESOL course in lieu of an intensive reading 
course. The districtôs K-12 CRRP requires each school to conduct a 
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screening and diagnostic process to identify appropriate placement of 
Level 1 and Level 2 students in reading classes to be completed prior 
to the end of the school year. The K-12 CRRP also requires a daily 
double block for all students who have reading deficiencies in 
decoding and fluency (Intensive Reading Plus). Some high achieving 
FCAT Level 2 students, as per the CRRP, may attend either an 
Intensive Reading or a homogeneously grouped language arts 
course, in which the language arts teacher instructs the reading 
course, while infusing the language arts benchmarks into the course. 

MATHEMATICS For the 24 credit option for students who entered 9th
  grade prior to 

2007-2008, 3 credits of mathematics are required to graduate; for 
students who entered 9th grade in 2007-2008 and thereafter, 4 credits 
of mathematics are required to graduate. For the 18 credit programs 
students must earn 3 credits. A four-year sequence includes Algebra 
I, Geometry, Algebra II, & Advanced Topics in Mathematics. Business 
Math & Liberal Arts Math meet the high school graduation 
requirement, but do not meet the minimum entrance requirement for 
the Florida University System nor the Florida Bright Futures 
Scholarship Award. For students who entered grade 9 in 2010-2011, 
Algebra I and Geometry are required graduation courses. For 
students entering Grade 9 in 2012-2013, Algebra II will be a 
graduation requirement. This phase in of graduation requirements 
also applies to students in the two accelerated options, who, 
beginning with those students who entered grade 9 in 2010-2011, will 
be required to earn 4 mathematics credits in order to graduate. 

SCIENCE For students selecting any one of the three graduation programs, 3 
credits are required. The three-year recommended sequence 
includes: Earth/Space Science, Biology I, and 1 course from the 
following: Chemistry, Physical Science, Physics, or Integrated 
Science III. Students who entered grade 8 in 2007-2008 and 
thereafter, must enroll in one of the required science courses in grade 
11. For students entering grade 9 in 2011-2012, Biology I will be a 
graduation requirement. For students entering grade 9 in 2013-2014, 
either Chemistry or Physics or an equally rigorous science course will 
be required for graduation. 

SOCIAL SCIENCE Regardless of the date of entry into grade 9, for student selecting the 
24 credit program and the two accelerated programs, the required 
courses include: World History ï 1 credit, United States History ï 1 
credit, United States Government - .5 credits, and Economics - .5 
credits. 

PERFORMING/FINE 

ARTS/PRACTICAL 

ARTS/CAREER & 
TECHNICAL EDUCATION 

 

For students in the 24 credit program who entered 9th grade prior to 
2007- 2008, they are to earn .5 credit in performing/fine arts (art, 
dance, theatre, music, speech, or debate) and .5 credit in practical 
arts (any career/technical education course or a district-approved 
annual computer or journalism course). It should be noted that state 
statute provides for three methods by which high school students 
enrolled in the four-year, 24-credit, standard program can meet the 
Performing Fine Arts/Practical Arts graduation requirement. M-DCPS 
students are to earn 0.5 credit in Performing Fine Arts and 0.5 credit 
in Practical Arts. However, students transferring to M-DCPS from 
another Florida school district can meet the Performing Fine Arts and 
Practical Arts graduation requirement if they have met one of the 
other two methods provided in state statue, i.e., 1.0 credit in 
Performing Fine Arts or 1.0 credit in Practical Arts. For students in the 
24 credit option who entered 9

th
 grade in 2007-2008 and thereafter, 

they must earn 1 credit in performing/fine arts or approved practical 
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arts (see details in Graduation Options chart above). Students 
enrolled in the college preparatory program or the career preparatory 
program do not have to meet any requirement in this area. 
Completion of two years in a Junior Reserve Officers Training Corps 
(J.R.O.T.C.) class, a significant component of which is drill, shall 
satisfy the one-credit requirement in performing arts. This credit may 
not be used to satisfy the personal fitness requirement. 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION For students in the 24 credit option who entered 9th grade prior to 
2007- 2008, this requirement is met by successful completion of 
Personal Fitness or Adaptive Physical Education and any other 
approved physical education semester course. Participation in an 
interscholastic sport at the junior varsity or varsity level, for two full 
seasons, and obtaining a passing score of ñCò or higher on a 
competency test on personal fitness shall satisfy the one credit 
physical education requirement. If the student satisfies the physical 
education graduation requirement through the interscholastic sport 
option, the student must earn one additional elective credit since no 
credit is granted for an interscholastic junior or senior varsity sport. 
Completion of one semester with a grade of ñCò or better in a 
marching band class, in a physical activity class that requires 
participation in marching band activities as an extracurricular activity, 
or in a Reserve Officers Training Corps (R.O.T.C.) class with a 
significant component of drills, shall satisfy the one-half physical 
education elective requirement, but the student must still complete 
the Personal Fitness or the Adaptive Physical Education course. 
For students who entered 9th grade in 2007-2008 and thereafter, this 
requirement is met by successful completion of Personal Fitness or 
Adaptive Physical Education and any other approved physical 
education semester course. Participation in an interscholastic sport at 
the junior varsity or varsity level for two full seasons shall satisfy the 
one credit physical education requirement if the student passes a 
competency test on personal fitness with a score of ñCò or higher. If 
the student satisfies the physical education graduation requirement 
through the interscholastic sport option, the student must earn one 
additional elective credit since no credit is granted for an 
interscholastic junior or senior varsity sport. Completion of one 
semester with a grade of ñCò or higher in a marching band class, in a 
physical activity class that requires participation in marching band 
activities as an extracurricular activity, or in a dance class shall satisfy 
one-half credit in physical education or one-half credit in 
performing/fine arts. Students must still successfully complete the 
Personal Fitness course or the Adaptive Physical Education course. 
Completion of two years of a Reserve Officer Training Corps 
(R.O.T.C.) class with a significant component in drill and taking the 
one-half credit Personal Fitness course or, if appropriate, the  
Adaptive Physical Education course shall satisfy the one-credit 
requirement in physical education and the one-credit requirement in 
performing fine arts. This credit may not be used to satisfy the 
personal fitness requirement or the requirement for adaptive physical 
education under an individual education plan (IEP) or 504 plan.  
Students who entered 9

th
 grade prior to 2007-2008 must earn .5 credit 

in Life Management Skills. Students enrolled in either of the two 18 
credit programs are not required to take physical education. 

ELECTIVES For students in the 24 credit program who entered 9th grade prior to 
2007-2008, 8.5 elective credits are required. Students enrolled in the 
college preparatory program are required to take 3 credits and those 
students in the career preparatory program are required to take 2 
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credits unless they select the 5-credit career/technical option. For 
students enrolled in either of the two accelerated programs and who 
entered grade 9 in 2010-2011, the number of electives for the college 
preparatory program has been reduced from 3 to 2. For students in 
the career preparatory program the number of credits has been 
reduced from 2 t0 1, unless they select the 4-credit career/technical 
option. For students in the 24 credit option who entered 9th grade in 
2007-2008 and thereafter, they are required to complete 8 elective in 
sequential courses in a career/technical program, fine and performing 
arts, or academic content areas, selected by the student as part of 
the studentôs ePEP.  For students enrolled in the College Preparatory 
program at least six (6) of the 18 credits must be dual enrollment, 
Advanced Placement, International Baccalaureate, Advanced 
International Certificate of Education, or Level 3 courses. Honors 
courses are not included in these six credits. 

COMMUNITY SERVICE For students in the 24 credit program, the completion of a community 
service project is an additional graduation requirement regardless of 
their date of entry into 9th grade. Students in either one of the 18 credit 
programs are not required to complete a community service project. 
However, one of the requirements for the Florida Bright Futures 
Scholarship Programôs Academic Scholars Award is 75 hours of 
community service. 

 
 

ADMISSION TO THE FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 
 

Admission decisions are based on high school graduation, grade point average in academic 
core courses, admissions test scores, and course distribution requirements. The minimum 
requirements apply to all of the state universities; however, universities are permitted to have 
higher admission standards. There are three methods to qualify for admission into the 
universities: the traditional admissions criteria based on the Florida Division of Colleges and 
Universities sliding scale, the Talented Twenty program, or the student profile assessment. 
 

TRADITIONAL REQUIREMENTS 
 

In addition to graduation from an accredited high school with the 18 credits in approved college 
prep courses, students must meet grade point average and test score requirements as indicated 
on the chart below. The weighted grade point average (GPA) will be calculated by the university 
using a 4.0 scale from grades earned in high school academic core courses in designated 
subject areas. Additional weights may be assigned to certain grades in state designated 
Honors, Advanced Placement, International Baccalaureate, Dual Enrollment, Advanced 
International Certificate of Education, International Studies, and other advanced courses. 
Admissions eligibility for students who are not in the Talented Twenty program will be 
determined from the sliding scale, which allows an applicant to balance a lower recalculated 
GPA with a higher test score or a lower test score with a higher GPA. 
 

IF THE GPA IN ACADEMIC 
CORE COURSES IS: 

 

ONE OF THE FOLLOWING COMPOSITE ADMISSION TEST 
SCORES MUST EQUAL OR EXCEED: 

 
HSGPA SAT-I ACT 

2.0 1140 25 

2.1 1110 24 

2.2 1090 24 
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2.3 1060 23 

2.4 1030 22 

2.5 1010 21 

2.6 1000 21 

2.7 990 21 

2.8 980 21 

2.9 970 20 

3.0 * * 

* There is no minimum test score for students with a GPA of 3.0 or better. However, either an ACT or SAT 
score must still be submitted. 
 

TALENTED TWENTY 
 

The Talented Twenty Program is part of the Governor's One Florida Initiative. Students eligible 
for the Talented Twenty Program are guaranteed admission to one of the eleven state 
universities, and are given priority for award of funds from the Florida Student Assistance Grant 
(FSAG). The FSAG program is a need-based grant; therefore, Talented Twenty students must 
meet FSAG eligibility requirements in order to be eligible for priority funding. Please note that 
while eligible students are guaranteed admission at one of the state universities, they may not 
be admitted to the campus of choice.  
 
In order to qualify for the Talented Twenty Program, one must: 

 Be enrolled in a Florida public high school and graduate with a standard diploma. 

 Be ranked in the top 20% of the class after the posting of seventh semester grades (with 
validation of the eighth semester ranking) for students enrolled in the 4-year, 24-credit 
option. For students in either one of the two 3-year, 18-credit options, the ranking will 
occur after the posting of the fifth semester grades (with validation of the sixth semester 
ranking). 

 Take the ACT or SAT (with no minimum score required). 

 Complete the eighteen college preparatory courses as specified in State Board of 
Education Rule. (See www.FACTS.org. for a list of these courses.) 

 
APPLICATION FOR STATE UNIVERSITIES: 

 
High school counselors and College Assistance Program advisors are prepared to assist 
students with the application process for state university admissions. To be considered for the 
FSAG program, students must file the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) in time 
to meet the application deadline established by the institution they plan to attend. The FAFSA is 
available online at www.fafsa.ed.gov and uses parent and student income information in a 
formula developed by the United States Congress to calculate the financial contribution families 
are expected to make toward a student's post-secondary education. 
 

STUDENT PROFILE ASSESSMENT 
The majority of students are admitted on the basis of their past academic achievement and 
admissions test scores in relation to the minimum requirements. Universities are allowed 
flexibility to admit a limited number of students as exceptions to the minimum requirements 
provided that the university determines that the student has potential to be successful in college. 
Applicants who do not meet minimum requirements may be eligible for admission through a 
student profile assessment which considers factors such as: family educational background, 
socioeconomic status, special talents, or the high school or geographic location of the applicant. 

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
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Any important attributes of special talents should be reported with the application. The factors 
will not include preferences on the basis of race, national origin, or gender. 
 

FLORIDAôS BRIGHT FUTURES SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 
The Bright Futures Scholarship Program establishes a lottery-funded scholarship for Florida 
high school graduates based on academic achievement, who enroll in eligible Florida 
postsecondary institutions. The scholarship may be used for either full-time or part-time 
enrollment and is renewable. Basic information and qualification requirements are outlined 
below. Requirements for all scholarship levels include: 

 Be a Florida resident and a U. S. citizen or eligible non-citizen; 

 Authorize the release of eligibility information to the Florida Department of Education; 

 Earn a Florida high school diploma or its equivalent from a Florida public or private high 
school; 

 Successfully complete certain courses while attaining the grade point average specified 
in the scholarship type; 

 Be accepted by and enroll in an eligible Florida postsecondary education program; 

 Be enrolled for at least six (6) semester credit hours or the equivalent; 

 Not have been found guilty of, nor pled no contest to a felony charge; 

 Apply for a scholarship from the program prior to high school graduation by completing 
the online Florida Financial Aid Application (FFAA) for the Florida State Student 
Financial Assistance Database (SSFAD) at http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/; 
and 

 Use the award within three years of high school graduation. 
 

Requirements for 20011-2012 Applicants 
 

 FLORIDA ACADEMIC 
SCHOLARS AWARD 

(FAS) 
 

FLORIDA MEDALLION 
SCHOLARS AWARD 

(FMS) 
 

FLORIDA GOLD SEAL 
VOCATIONAL AWARD 

(GSV) 
 

AWARD AMOUNT 

 
A student may receive 
funding for only one 
award (FAS, FMS, or 
GSV) 
 

 

Students will receive the 
specified (cost per credit 
hour) award established 
by the Florida Legislature 
each year. Currently the 
award amounts are $110 
per semester hour at a 
four-year public or private 
institution, $68 per 
semester hour at a two 
year institution 
(community college), $76 
per semester hour at a 
Florida college offering 
four-year degree, and $48 
per semester hour at a 
career/technical center. 
Full time students must 
earn 24 semester credits 
per academic year and 
students must submit a 
refund to the institution for 
any course(s) dropped or 
withdrawn after the 
drop/add period. 

 

Students will receive the 
specified (cost per 
credit hour) award 
established by the 
Florida Legislature each 
year. Currently the 
award amounts are $83 
per semester hour at a 
four-year public or 
private institution, $68 
per semester hour at a 
two year institution 
(community college), 
$57 per semester hour 
at a Florida college 
offering a four-year 
degree, and $48 per 
semester hour at a 
career/technical center. 
Full time students must 
earn 24 semester 
credits per academic 
year and students must 
submit a refund to the 
institution for any 
course(s) dropped or 
withdrawn after the 

Students will receive the 
specified (cost per credit 
hour) award established by 
the Florida Legislature each 
year. Currently the 
award amounts are $83 
per semester hour at a 
four-year public or private 
institution, $52 per 
semester hour at a two year 
institution (community 
college), $57 per semester 
hour at a Florida college 
offering a four-year degree, 
and $48 per semester hour at 
a career/technical center. 
Full time students must 
earn 24 semester credits 
per academic year and 
students must submit a 
refund to the institution for 
any course(s) dropped or 
withdrawn after the drop/add 
period. 

 

http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/
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drop/add period. 

GRADE POINT 

AVERAGE (GPA) 
 
Additional weighting 
for more challenging, 
higher level courses, 
i.e., 1.0 credit course 
= .50, 0.5 credit course 
= .25 

 

3.5 weighted GPA 
using the credits listed 
below, combined with the 
test scores and community 
service hours listed below. 
 
(Note: GPAs are not 
rounded) 
 

3.0 weighted GPA 
using the credits listed 
below, combined with 
the test scores listed 
below. 
 
(Note: GPAs are not 
rounded) 
 

3.0 weighted GPA 
using the 16 credits 
listed below for a 4- 
year diploma and a 
3.5 unweighted GPA in a 
minimum of 3 career/technical 
job-preparatory or technology 
education program credits in 
one career/technical 
education program). 
 
(See ñOther ways to 
Qualifyò for 3-year graduation 
options.) 
 
(Note: GPAs are not 
rounded) 
 

REQUIRED CREDITS 

 

See Comprehensive 
Course Table on 
Bright Futures Web site to 
identify courses that count 
toward each award level. 

 

Courses must include 
16 credits of college 
preparatory academic 
courses: 
 
4 English (3 with 
substantial writing) 
 
4 Math (Algebra I, 
geometry, and above) 
 
3 Science (2 with 
substantial lab) 
 
3 Social Science 
 
2 Foreign Language (in the 
same language) 
 
May use up to 2 additional 
credits in the academic 
areas listed above and/or 
fine arts AP, IB, or AICE 
courses to raise the GPA. 
 

Courses must include 
15 credits of college 
preparatory academic 
courses: 
 
4 English (3 with 
substantial writing) 
 
3 Math (Algebra I and 
above) 
 
3 Science (2 with 
substantial lab) 
  
3 Social Science 
 
2 Foreign Language (in 
the same language) 
 
May use up to 2 
additional credits in the 
academic areas listed 
above and/or fine arts 
AP, IB, or AICE courses 
to raise the GPA. 
 

16 credits required 
for high school 
graduation: 
 
4 English 
 
4 Math (Algebra I, geometry, 
and above) 
 
3 Science (2 with substantial 
lab) 
 
3 Social Science 
 
1 Performing Fine Arts or 
Practical Arts 
 
1 Physical Education 
 
(See ñOther Ways to Qualify 
for 3-year graduation options.) 
 

COMMUNITY 

SERVICE 

 

75 hours, as 
approved by MDCPS 
 

Not required 
 

Not required 
 

TEST SCORES 

 

Sections of the SAT, ACT, 
or CPT from different test 
dates may be used to meet 
the test criteria. 
 
For spring eligibility 
evaluations, test dates 
through the end of January 
will be admissible. 
 
For summer eligibility 
evaluations, test dates 
through the end of June 

Best composite score 
o f  1270 SAT Reasoning 
Test or 28 ACT 
 
Note: The new writing 
sections for both the SAT 
and ACT will not be used 
in the composite. 
  
SAT Subject Tests are not 
used for Bright Futures 
eligibility. 
 
(ACT scores are rounded 
up for scores with .5 and 

Best composite score 
o f  970 SAT Reasoning 
Test or 20 ACT 
 
Note: The new writing 
sections for both the 
SAT and ACT will not 
be used in the 
composite. 
 
SAT Subject Tests are 
not used for Bright 
Futures eligibility. 
 
(ACT scores are 

Students must earn the 
minimum score on each 
section of the CPT or SAT or 
ACT. 
 
Sections of different test types 
may not be combined. 
 
CPT  
Reading 83 
Sentence Skills 83 
Algebra 72 
 
SAT Reasoning Test 
Critical Thinking 440 
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will be admissible. 

 
Note: High school 
students graduating in 
2012-2013 & 2013-2014 
will be required to earn 
higher SAT/ACT scores. 

higher; SAT scores do not 
require rounding.) 

 

rounded up for scores 
with .5 and higher; SAT 
scores do not require 
rounding.) 

 

Math 440 
  
ACT  
English 17 
Reading 18 
Math 19 
 

OTHER WAYS TO 

QUALIFY 

 

Initial eligibility criteria 
used in ñOther Ways 
to Qualifyò must be met by 
high school graduation. 

 

National Merit or 
Achievement Scholars and 
Finalists; National Hispanic 
Scholars; IB Diploma 
recipients; Students who 
have completed the IB 
curriculum with best 
composite score of 
1270 SAT or 28 ACT; 
 
A I C E  Diploma 
recipients; Students who 
have completed the AICE 
curriculum with best 
composite score of 
1270 SAT or 28 ACT; 
 
GED with best composite 
score of 1270 SAT or 28 
ACT and a 3.5 weighted 
GPA in the above 15 
required credits; 
 
Early Admissions with 
best composite score of 
1270 SAT or 28 ACT and a 
3.5 weighted GPA in 
courses completed; or 
3 ï year college 
preparatory program with 
best composite score of 
1270 SAT or 28 ACT and a 
3.5 weighted GPA in the 
above 15 required credits. 

 

National Merit or 
Achievement Scholars 
and Finalists and 
National Hispanic 
Scholars who have not 
completed 75 
hours of community 
service; Students who 
have completed the IB 
curriculum with best 
composite score of 
970 SAT or 20 ACT; 
 
A I C E Diploma 
recipients who have not 
completed 75 hours of 
community service; 
Students who have 
completed the AICE 
curriculum with best 
composite score of 
970 SAT or 20 ACT; 
 
GED with best 
composite score of 
970 SAT or 20 ACT 
and a 3.0 weighted 
GPA in the above 15 
required credits; or 
3 ï year college 
preparatory program 
with best composite 
score of 970 SAT or 
20 ACT and a 3.0 
weighted GPA in the 
above 15 required 
credits. 

 

The other ways to 
qualify listed below 
must also include a 
3.5 unweighted GPA 
in a minimum of 3 
career education 
credits in one career 
education program 
and minimum test scores 
listed above. 
 
3 ï year Career 
Preparatory diploma 
with 3.0 weighted 
GPA using the 13 
core credits required 
for graduation listed 
below: 
 
4 English (3 with substantial 
writing) 
 
4 Math (including Algebra I) 
 
3 Natural Science (2 with 
substantial lab) 
 
3 Social Science; 
 
3 ï year College 
Preparatory diploma with 3.0 
weighted GPA using the 15 
core credits required for 
graduation listed below: 
 
4 English (3 with substantial 
writing) 
 
4 Math (Algebra I and above) 
 
3 Natural Science (2 with 
substantial lab) 
 
3 Social Science 
 
2 Foreign Language; or 
 
GED with 3.0 weighted GPA 

using the core credits 
required for the selected high 
school graduation program 
(standard, career, or college). 
 

Additional information on the Bright Futures Scholarship Program may be obtained on 
the internet: http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/ssfad/bfor you may call toll free 1-888-827-2004. 

http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/ssfad/bf
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CAREER PLANNING / COLLEGE ENTRANCE EXAMINATIONS 
 

In completing their postsecondary education plans, students may find it advisable to complete 
one or more of the standardized tests listed below which are used for college admissions, career 
planning, placement in college courses, and/or eligibility for scholarships. Recommended grade 
levels during which tests should be taken are shown in parenthesis ( ). 
 
1. ACT: American College Testing Program (11, 12) 
2. ASVAB: Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery (11, 12) 
3. PLAN: Preliminary ACT (10) 
4. PSAT: Preliminary SAT (10, 11) 
5. SAT I: Reasoning Test ï formerly the Scholastic Assessment Test (11, 12) 
6. SAT II: Subject Tests ï formerly the Scholastic Assessment Test (11, 12) 
7. CPT: College Placement Test (10, 11, or 12) 
 
Students should see their guidance counselor for further information about the tests that would 
be most appropriate for meeting their needs. Some tests require the completion and mailing of a 
registration form several weeks in advance of the test date. These materials are available in the 
student services office. 
 

THE CAREER TECHNICAL EDUCATION/COLLEGE CONNECTION 
Students completing specific Career Technical Education (CTE) programs can earn post-
secondary hours and/or scholarships to enable them to complete post-secondary training. The 
following options explain how students may maximize their high school CTE course work. For 
additional information students should contact their program instructor, guidance counselor, or 
career specialist. 
 

ARTICULATION AGREEMENTS - POSTSECONDARY CREDIT FOR CTE COURSES 
 

Students completing CTE training courses in the high school may earn credits toward 
completion of CTE training programs at area technical centers (Miami Lakes Educational 
Center, Robert Morgan Educational Center, and Lindsey Hopkins Technical Education Center). 
Students completing CTE training programs at area technical centers may earn credits toward 
an Associate of Science degree at Miami-Dade College. Specifically negotiated agreements 
between the college and M-DCPS award students college credit for CTE program work 
successfully completed in high school. 
 

CAREER PATHWAYS 
 

Career Pathway is an exciting and challenging educational initiative that allows students to 
obtain a sequential program of study which leads to a post-secondary career. Career Pathway 
students typically select general programs of study; show interest in career technical fields; 
transition on to a two-year certificate program; or pursue an associate or baccalaureate degree. 
The Career Pathway program of study provides students with skills and knowledge through a 
variety of curriculum choices and college credits. Students should check with their counselors 
for information and approval of Career Pathway courses. After graduation from high school, 
students can continue their career-focused education at the community college or post 
secondary institutions and earn a two-year associate degree or a two-year certificate. Post 
secondary credits are granted through articulation agreements which may contain a dual-
enrollment component. 
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HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMAS / CERTIFICATES 
 

The Miami-Dade County School Board provides for the awarding of a standard diploma, a 
certificate of completion, a CPT-eligible certificate of completion, a special diploma, or a special 
certificate of completion. 
 

STANDARD DIPLOMA 
 

A standard diploma will be awarded to graduates, if the student has earned the required credits 
and attained the grade point average for the graduation program selected. Also, students must 
pass the Grade 10 Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test 2.0 (FCAT 2.0) Reading test. The 
purpose of the standard diploma is to certify that the student has met all district and state 
standards for graduation. A special education student will be awarded a standard diploma if all 
of the criteria for a standard diploma have been met by that student. 
 

SUPERINTENDENT'S DIPLOMA OF DISTINCTION 
 

This diploma will be awarded to students who are enrolled in the 4-year, 24-credit program and 
complete an academically rigorous course of study. The requirements include at least four 
honors, Advanced Placement, International Baccalaureate, Advanced International Certificate of 
Education and/or International Studies courses; and completion of 75 hours of community 
service, which includes identification of a social problem of interest, development of a plan for 
personal involvement in addressing the problem and, through papers and other presentations, 
evaluate, and reflect upon the experience. All students must earn a 3.5 GPA (weighted scale) by 
the end of the first semester of the senior year with no final grade less than a "C." 
 

CERTIFICATE OF COMPLETION 
 

A student who is enrolled in the 4-year, 24-credit program and has met all requirements for 
graduation except passing the FCAT graduation test, or earning the 2.0 GPA required for 
graduation shall be awarded a certificate of completion. A student may make further attempts to 
meet the requirements for a standard diploma. 
 

CPT ï ELIGIBLE CERTIFICATE OF COMPLETION 
 

Students who earn the 24 required graduation credits and achieve a GPA of 2.0 or higher, but 
do not pass the FCAT graduation test, are eligible to receive the College Placement Test (CPT) 
ï eligible certificate of completion. Students who receive the CPT ï eligible certificate of 
completion- may enroll directly into a Florida community college or post-secondary career and 
technical education program. Based upon the score the student receives on the CPT, the 
student may enroll in remedial or credit courses at the community college. 
 

SPECIAL DIPLOMA AND SPECIAL CERTIFICATE OF COMPLETION 
 

Students with disabilities who are enrolled in the 4-year, 24-credit program and have been 
properly classified may be eligible to receive a special diploma or a special certificate of 
completion. Parents who have questions concerning these special diplomas or certificates are 
urged to consult the school counselor, special education department chairperson, or Regional 
Center exceptional student education staffing specialist. 
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FOR STUDENTS WHO ENTER GRADE 9 IN 2007-2008 
THE FOLLOWING STANDARD DIPLOMA DESIGNATIONS ARE AVAILABLE: 

 
A. Completion of four or more accelerated college credit courses in Advanced Placement, 

International Baccalaureate, International Certificate of Education, or dual enrollment; 
 

B. Career Education Certification; 
 

C. Florida Ready to Work Credential. 
 

GRADING STUDENT PERFORMANCE 
 

By School Board directive, academic grades are to reflect the student's academic progress. The 
determination of the specific grade a student receives must be based on the teacher's best 
judgment after careful consideration of all aspects of each student's performance during a 
grading period, including such factors as class attendance, homework, and participation. 
 
In authorized semester courses, the student's final grade shall be determined as follows: 40 
percent value for each of two nine-week grading periods and 20 percent value for the final 
examination, with a provision for teacher override. 
 
In authorized annual courses, the student's final grade shall be determined as follows: 20 
percent value for each of four nine-week grading periods, 10 percent value for the midterm 
exam, and 10 percent for the final exam, with a provision for teacher override. In order to pass 
an annual course in grades 9-12, a student will earn a minimum of 10 grade points, of which a 
minimum of five must be earned in the second semester. Teacher override (either up or down) 
can be used. 
 
For senior high school students the forgiveness policy for required courses is limited to replacing 
a grade of ñDò or ñFò with a grade of ñCò or higher earned subsequently in the same or 
comparable course. The forgiveness policy for elective courses is limited to replacing a grade of 
ñDò or ñFò with a grade of ñCò or higher earned subsequently in another course. In either situation 
when a student attempts forgiveness for a grade, only the new grade will be used to compute 
the student=s GPA. Any course not replaced according to this policy shall be included in the 
calculation of the cumulative grade point average required for graduation. 
 
In both authorized semester courses and authorized annual courses, the criteria for grading 
certain students with disabilities may be modified by the Individual Educational Plan (IEP) team. 
The following are the academic grades used: 
 

GRADE NUMERICAL VALUE (%) VERBAL INTERPRETATION 

 
GRADE POINT VALUE 

 
A 90 - 100 OUTSTANDING PROGRESS 4 

 
B 80-89 Good Progress 3 

 
C 70-79 Average Progress 2 

 
D 60-69 Lowest Acceptable 

Progress 
1 

 
F 0-59 Failure 0 

 
I 0 Incomplete 0 
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GRADE POINT AVERAGE 
 

Grade point averages (GPA) may be used for any of the reasons listed below. 

 High school graduation  

 Rank in class 

 Eligibility to participate in interscholastic extracurricular activities 

 Academic Recognition Program 

 Placement on the honor roll and/or membership in honor societies 

 College admissions and scholarship competitions 
The grade and bonus point values shown in the chart below are used in determining unweighted 
(without bonus points) and weighted (with bonus points) GPA's. 
 

GRADE AND BONUS POINT VALUES 
 

LETTER GRADES GRADE POINTS BONUS POINTS 

  Honors Advanced 
Placement 

International 
Baccalaureate/Advanced 
International Certificate 

of Education 

A 4 1 2 2 

B 3 1 2 2 

C 2 1 1 1 

D 1 0 0 0 

F 0 0 0 0 

NOTE: Dual enrollment courses are awarded the equivalent of Advanced Placement, International 
Baccalaureate, or Advanced International Certificate of Education bonus points as required by state 
statute. 
 

The grade point average used for determining the final rank in class for students includes 
grades from all courses in which credits have been earned for high school graduation and the 
first semester of the students' final year. The calculation process produces an unweighted GPA 
to which bonus values are added. This GPA is used for the ranking process. 
 
Students selecting one of the three-year accelerated programs are included in the overall class 
ranking for their graduation year based on the relative ranking of his/her cumulative GPA. These 
students are also eligible for consideration for the academic recognition program and the 
Talented Twenty program. 
 
The levels of the Academic Recognition Program are as follows: 

 Cum Laude: the upper 15% of the graduating class, excluding the Summa and Magna 
Cum Laude students, using a weighted GPA or students who have a 4.0 GPA or higher 

 
 Magna Cum Laude: the upper 10% of the graduating class, excluding the Summa Cum 

Laude students, using a weighted GPA 
 

 Summa Cum Laude: the upper 5% of the graduating class using a weighted GPA 
 
The school guidance counselor can assist students and parents in determining the processes 
for computing the GPA's used for the various purposes listed above. 
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PROVISIONS FOR ACCELERATION 
 

Students may utilize the acceleration options listed below to pursue a more challenging program 
of study or to accelerate entry into postsecondary institutions or vocations of their choice. 
 
In addition to the two accelerated graduation programs (the college preparatory program and the 
career preparatory program), there are several provisions whereby students may accelerate 
their graduation or take additional courses prior to graduation. These include: 
 

 Middle School Option. Credits may be earned, with parental permission, in grades 6, 7, 
and/or 8, which may be applied toward the total credits needed for graduation, college 
admission, or Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program requirements. During the time 
students are enrolled in designated senior high school courses, they are considered to 
be grade 9 students for those class periods. Approved senior high school courses for 
middle school students are Algebra I Honors, Geometry Honors, Earth/Space Science 
Honors, Biology I Honors, Computer Programming I and above, Foreign Language I and 
above, Spanish for Spanish Speakers I and above, Language and Literature for 
International Studies I, II, III, and IV (French, German, Spanish). Successful completion 
of high school level Algebra I, Geometry, or Biology I is not contingent upon the studentôs 
performance on the EOC assessment. However, beginning with the 2011-2012 school 
year, to earn high school credit for Algebra I, a middle school student must pass the 
Algebra I EOC assessment. Beginning with the 2012-2013 school year, to earn high 
school credit for Geometry or Biology I, a middle school student must pass the 
respective EOC assessments. Students and their parents will be offered an opportunity, 
in the fall of the students' freshman year, to restrict the inclusion of credits earned in this 
way from appearing on the high school transcript. The courses will remain a part of the 
students' middle school record. Factors to be considered in removing the courses from 
the high school record include the impact on the studentôs GPA and subsequent rank in 
class, the possible lack of recognition by the National Athletic Association (NCAA) for 
senior high school courses taken in a grade below grade 9, and the benefit of retaking a 
course in which all the skills have not been mastered. 

 

 Optional Seventh Period. With prior approval of the high school principal, credits earned 
in an adult education optional seventh period may be applied to graduation for a senior 
high school program. The optional seventh period classes funded through the adult 
education program are considered an extension of the senior high school program. 

 

 Career Pathway. Career Pathway is a senior high school transition initiative that allows 
students to obtain a sequential program of study which leads to a post-secondary career. 
Students should check with their counselors for information and approval of Career 
Pathway courses. 

 

 Dual Enrollment. Dual enrollment allows high school students to simultaneously earn 
college or career technical education credit toward a post-secondary degree or certificate 
and credit toward meeting their high school graduation requirements. Students must 
meet the following eligibility criteria: (a). 3.0 unweighted grade point average (GPA) to 
enroll in college credit courses, or a 2.0 GPA to enroll in CTE certificate courses, (b). 
pass the appropriate section of the college placement test (CPT), and (c). meet 
additional admissions criteria established by the post-secondary institution. The college 
courses selected by the student must count toward high school graduation for any of the 
three graduation options. They may earn bonus points equivalent to those earned in 
Advanced Placement, International Baccalaureate, or Advanced International Certificate 
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of Education courses. Approval in advance of course registration is required. Students 
should check with their guidance counselors for information and approval of dual 
enrollment courses. 

 

 Early Admission. Early admission is a form of dual enrollment through which eligible 
students may enroll in a college or university on a full-time basis in courses that are 
creditable toward a high school diploma and the associate or baccalaureate degree. 

 

 Advanced Placement. Advanced Placement (AP) courses provide college experience to 
students while they are still high school students. AP programs are offered in each major 
academic area. Post-secondary credit for an AP course shall be awarded to students 
who score at least a 3 on a 5- point scale on the corresponding AP exam. 

 

 International Baccalaureate/Advanced International Certificate of Education/International 
Studies. The International Baccalaureate (IB), the Advanced International Certificate of 
Education (AICE), and the International Studies (IS) programs are offered in several 
schools for which eligible high school students earn credit toward graduation and may 
receive post-secondary credit at colleges and universities. 

 

 Career Education. Any career education course authorized for grades 13 or higher may 
be taken for credit by students in grades 9-12, based on the career objectives of the 
students. 

 

 Florida Virtual School. Middle and senior high school students are eligible to enroll in the 
Florida Virtual School. The courses offered are teacher-facilitated and available 
throughout the state. Courses are based upon the same criteria as those taught in the 
standard high school program and, therefore, generate the same credit for students. 
Middle school students may earn credit only in those courses designated as 
"acceleration" courses as indicated above. Secondary students are also eligible to enroll 
in courses offered through the Miami-Dade Virtual School. A complete list of courses is 
available through the Florida Virtual School web site or Miami-Dade Virtual Schoolôs web 
site at http://mdvs.dadeschools.net. 

 

 Credit by Examination. Credit by examination is a method by which post-secondary 
credit is earned based on the receipt of a specified minimum score on a nationally 
standardized general or subject area examination. Students may obtain more 
information about any of these opportunities for acceleration from their school guidance 
counselors. 
 

 Credit Acceleration Program (CAP). Students may earn credit for selected high school 
courses by taking the End-of-Course (EOC) assessment for the course and earning a 
score that indicates the student has attained a satisfactory score on a state EOC 
assessment or on a district-created standardized EOC. 
 

Students may obtain more information about any of these opportunities for acceleration from 
their school guidance counselors. 
 

Florida Virtual School Option 
While the initiative to use Florida Virtual (FLVS) classes district-wide originated with the class-
size mandate, online learning was already common place in many studentsô educational 
experiences. With the mass proliferation of online digital content as well as changes in studentsô 
learning modalities, virtual education is continuing to expand and is a reality of the evolution of 

http://www.flvs.net/
http://mdvs.dadeschools.net/
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education. A 2008 study released by the Hoover Institute at Stanford University estimates that 
50% of education courses will be delivered online by the year 2019. The advantages of virtual 
education include self-paced learning and access to course work not available in schools or not 
accessible due to scheduling conflicts. Additionally, virtual education provides students with a 
learning environment that closely resembles the 21st century workplace. In K-12 education, 
more than 70 percent of school districts in the United States currently offer at least one online 
course and at least two states have adopted policies that require high school students to take an 
online course to graduate. While Florida has yet to adopt such a policy, it was considered during 
the last legislative session and current trends such as computer-based end-of-course tests and 
legislation mandating full-time, K-12 virtual education are strong predictors that Florida may 
soon follow suit. 
 
Florida Virtual Course Offerings 

 The FLVS course list can be found at this link: 
http://www.flvs.net/areas/flvscourses/Pages/Course%20Catalog/CourseListing.aspx. 

 Schools may not limit core courses that are graduation requirements to online FLVS 
classes. For example, courses such as Government and Economics may be offered to 
students via Florida Virtual; however, face-to-face classes must also be offered. 

 Elective courses may be limited to online options. 

 Courses that will be provided online through Florida Virtual will be identified on subject 
selection forms. 

 
Recommended Participation Criteria for Students 
Å Students who are reading at or above grade level (FCAT Reading score of 3 or above). 
Å Students who are motivated with a previous grade of A or B in subject area. 
Å Students with good attendance history. 
Å Students who have access to a computer with Internet access after school hours. 
Å Students who are English Language Learners (ESOL Levels 3 and 4) may participate 

based on the course and English proficiency. 
Å Students with disabilities may participate only if the IEP supports participation in online 

classes. 
 
Notification of Parents 
Å FLVS does not require parent permission to register students for online classes. 
Å Schools will advise parents when students are enrolled in an FLVS class. 

 
Progress and Grade Reporting 

 FLVS progress reports will be provided to parents on a monthly basis. 

 Grades will be reported at the end of each semester. 
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MDCPS HOMEWORK POLICY* 
 

Regular, purposeful homework is an essential part of a student's education. Homework is an 
integral factor in fostering the academic achievement of students and in extending school 
activities into the home and the community. Regular homework provides opportunities for 
developmental practice, drill, the application of skills already learned, the development of 
independent study skills, enrichment activities, and self-discipline. Homework should provide 
reinforcement and extension of class instruction, and should serve as a basis for further study 
and preparation for future class assignments. 
 

Student's Responsibilities 
 

1. Completing assigned homework as directed and in the spirit in which it was assigned. 
 
2. Returning homework to the teacher by the designated time. 
 
3. Submitting homework assignments that reflect careful attention to detail and quality of work. 
 
4. Devoting a minimum of 30 minutes each day to reading as an additional part of the homework 
assignment. 
 
NOTE: Students can receive additional help through the Homework Helpers Program, which 
includes the Dial- A-Teacher program, at 305-995-1600, Monday through Thursday from 5:30 
P.M. to 8:30 P.M., WLRN, Channel 17. Students may also access Miami-Dade County Public 
Schoolôs web page at: http://www.dial-a-teacher.com/. 
 

Parents' Responsibilities 
 

While it is understood that parents are not responsible for providing a great deal of assistance to 
their child in completing homework, there is still much that parents can do to promote good 
study habits. Parents' responsibilities include: 
 
1. Providing an environment conducive to study. 
 
2. Providing continued interest and concern for the child's successful performance in school, 
through, encouraging and supporting the child in his/her performance of homework assigned. 
 
3. Indicating an interest in assignments and assisting, if possible, when requested by the child, 
but not to include performing the work for the child. 
 
4. Supporting the school in regard to the child being assigned homework. 
 
5. Requesting assignments for the child when short-term absences are involved. 
 
6. Assuring that the child reads for a period of at least 30 minutes each day in addition to any 
other assigned homework. 
 

*Excerpt from School Board Rule 6Gx13- 6A-1.23 
 
 
 

http://www.dial-a-teacher.com/
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ATTENDANCE POLICY 
 

There is probably no factor more important to a studentôs progress in school than regular and punctual 
attendance. Miami-Dade Public Schools has a vision whereby each student engages in a rigorous 
instructional program which prepares him/her for a myriad of successful post-secondary options. Students 
are expected to: 
 

Å be present at school each and every day; 
Å attend class as scheduled; 
Å arrive at school and class(es) on time; and 
Å demonstrate appropriate behavior and readiness to learn. 
 

Miami-Dade Public Schools has the affirmative obligation to increase student attendance through a 
monitoring process that will classify all absences as excused or unexcused, to inform parents of student 
absences, and to ensure that compulsory attendance laws are enforced as mandated by Florida statutes. 
This obligation will be satisfied through the implementation of an attendance review procedure, which 
monitors the type and number of student absences, as well as the impact of these absences on learning. 
Each school has an Attendance Review Committee, which is comprised of a minimum of a student 
services representative and an administrator or an administrative designee. The committee will provide 
guidance and support to students with significant absences by providing early intervention by convening 
when students reach an accumulation of five (5) unexcused absences in a semester course or ten (10) 
unexcused absences in an annual course. 
 
A. Attendance Defined 
 

1. School Attendance - Students are to be counted in attendance only if they are actually present 
or engaged in a school-approved educational activity which constitutes a part of the instructional 
program for the student. 

 
2. Class Attendance - Students are to be counted in attendance if they are physically present in 
class or have been excused by the teacher on a class-related assignment, or have been 
requested by a member of the school support staff for an approved school activity. 

 
3. Tardiness - It is a reasonable expectation that in order for a learning activity to take place, each 
student must arrive to school and class on time. Accumulated unexcused tardies will be counted 
toward the threshold for initiating attendance review. 

 
4. Early Sign-outs - The early release of students causes disruption to academic performance of 
all students and may create safety and security concerns. No student shall be released within the 
final 30 minutes of the school day unless authorized by the school principal or principalôs 
designee, e.g., emergency, sickness. 
 

B. Absences Defined 
 

1. Excused School and Class Absences and Tardies 
Å Student illness: students missing 5 or more consecutive days of school due to illness or 
injury are required to provide a written statement from a medical provider. The written 
statement must include all the days the student has been absent from school. If a student 
is continually ill and repeatedly absent from school due to a specific medical condition, 
he/she must be under the supervision of a physician in order to receive excused 
absences from school. 
Å Medical appointment: If a student is absent from school because of a medical 
appointment, a written statement from a medical provider indicating the date and time of 
the appointment must be submitted to the principal. 
Å Death in family. 
Å Observance of a religious holiday or service when it is mandated for all members of a 
faith that such a holiday or service be observed. 
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Å School sponsored event or educational enrichment activity that is not a school 
sponsored event, as determined by the principal or principalôs designee. The student 
must obtain advance written permission from the principal or the principalô designee. 
Examples of special events include: public functions, conferences, and regional, state, 
and national competitions. 
Å Subpoena by law enforcement agency or mandatory court appearance. 
Å Outdoor suspensions. 
Å Other individual student absences beyond the control of the parent or student, as 
determined and approved by the principal or the principalô designee. The principal shall 
require documentation related to the situation. 
 

2. Unexcused School Absence 
 
Any absence that does not fall into one of the above excused absence categories is to be 
considered unexcused. Any student who has been absent from school will be marked unexcused 
absent until he/she submits the required documentation as specified above. Failure to provide the 
required documentation within three school days upon the return to school will result in an 
unexcused absence. 
 
Unexcused absences include: 
 

Å Absences due to vacations, personal services, local non-school event, program, 
 or sport activity. 

Å Absence due to older students providing day care services for siblings. 
Å Absences due to the illness of others. 
Å Absences due to non-compliance of immunization requirements unless lawfully 
exempted. 
 

The student is expected to: 
 

1. Attend school/classes one hundred and eighty (180) days each school year. 
2. Request the make-up assignments for all excused absences/tardies from his/her teachers upon 
his/her return to school or class. It should be noted that all classwork, due to the nature of the 
instruction, is not readily subject to make-up work. 
3. Complete the make-up assignments for classes missed within three school days of the return 
to school. Failure to make up all assignments will result in the lower assessment of the studentôs 
academic and/or effort grade. 
4. Be reported as present for the school day in order to participate in athletic and extracurricular 
activities. 
 

The parent is expected to: 
 

1. Be responsible for his/her childôs school attendance as required by law and stress the 
importance of regular and punctual school attendance with his/her child. 
2. Report and explain an absence or tardiness to the school. 
3. Ensure that his/her child has requested and completes make-up assignments for all excused 
absences/tardies from the childôs teachers upon his/her return to school or class. 
4. Appear before the Attendance Review Committee at the scheduled time to provide information 
relating to his/her childôs absences and support prescribed activities. 

 
This information is from School Board Rule 6Gx13- 5A-1.041 
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ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS FOR PARTICIPATION IN INTERSCHOLASTIC 
EXTRACURRICULAR ATHLETICS AND ACTIVITIES 

 
In order for a student to participate in extracurricular athletics and activities, a student must meet the 
standards set forth by Section 1003.43 (1), Florida Statutes, policies of the Greater Miami Athletic 
Conference (GMAC), and Miami-Dade County School Board rules. In addition, a student must comply 
with the school districtôs Contract for Student Participation in Interscholastic Competitions or 
Performances, FM-7155. 
 
To be eligible to participate in interscholastic extracurricular student athletics and activities a student must 
maintain an unweighted cumulative grade point average (GPA) of 2.0 or above on a 4.0 scale in the 
courses required for graduation. The student must also maintain a 2.0 GPA in conduct for the previous 
semester. Computation of grade point averages requires the inclusion of all applicable high school 
courses to which a forgiveness policy has been applied. 
 
A student shall be eligible during the first semester of his/her ninth-grade year provided that it is the 
studentôs first entry into ninth grade and he/she was regularly promoted from eighth grade the immediate 
preceding year. 
 
If a student becomes ineligible during the second semester of his/her ninth-grade year or during the first 
semester of his/her 10th-grade year because the studentôs cumulative grade point average was below 2.0 
at the conclusion of the previous semester and continues to be below 2.0 at the conclusion of the 
semester of ineligibility, he/she may regain his/her eligibility for the following semester provided: 
 
(a) the student signs an academic performance contract with his/her school at the beginning of the 
semester in which he/she is ineligible that states, at a minimum, that the student will attend summer 
school, or its graded equivalent, AND 
 
(b) earns a grade point average of 2.0 or above on a 4.0 unweighted scale or its equivalent in all courses 
taken during the semester of ineligibility. 
 
Once a student enters grade 11, he/she must have and maintain from that point forward a 2.0 or above 
cumulative grade point average on a 4.0 scale, or its equivalent, in all courses required for graduation at 
the conclusion of each semester to be eligible to participate during the following semester. 
 
If a studentôs eligibility is affected by an incomplete grade, the student is ineligible until the incomplete 
grade is removed and all eligibility requirements are met. 
 
All students participating in interscholastic athletic competition or who are candidates for an 
interscholastic team(s) are required to pass an annual medical evaluation and purchase the School 
Boardôs sponsored insurance program prior to engaging in any practice, tryout, or pre- or post-season 
physical activity associated with the studentôs candidacy for an interscholastic athletic team. 
 
A student shall be eligible for no more than four (4) consecutive academic years from the date he/she first 
enrolls in the ninth grade. Four years from the date he/she first enrolls in the ninth grade, he/she shall 
become ineligible for further interscholastic athletic competition. For students enrolled in either one of the 
two accelerated graduation programs, once they have met all the graduation requirements, they cannot 
remain in high school for a fourth year in order to continue eligibility to participate in high school 
athletics/activities. 
 
The school athletic director and guidance counselor can assist students in planning a program of study 
that will include the appropriate courses to prepare for college entrance examinations and meet core 
course requirements for participation in National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) athletic 
programs. They can also assist students in determining how to calculate the GPA required to be eligible to 
participate in NCAA athletics and advise the student regarding which courses do not meet NCAA eligibility 
requirements. 
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STUDENT RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES*  
 

GRADES 
 

PHILOSOPHICAL BASIS 
 

Grades, at best, are but an indicator of the student's knowledge or skill at any particular time. 
Grades are not necessarily an accurate gauge as to whether learning has taken place. 
However, since much emphasis is placed upon grades, a student's academic grade should 
reflect the teacher's most objective assessment of the student's academic achievement. 
Academic grades should not be used as a threat in order to maintain classroom decorum. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rights:  
        Students have the right to be 
Students have the right to be informed 
of the teacher's grading criteria, which is 
consistent with district guidelines, at the 
beginning of each grading period. 
 
Students have the right to receive an 
academic grade that reflects their 
achievement 
 
Students have the right to be notified 
when they are performing unsatisfactorily. 
Students have the right to receive a 
conduct and effort grade in each class 
consistent with their overall behavior and 
effort. 
 
Students have the right to achieve 
academic success based upon their own 
initiative and ability without interference 
from others. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 (*) Excerpt from the Code of Student Conduct (Secondary) 
Board Rule 6Gx13- 5D-1.08 

 

Responsibilities: 
 
Students have the responsibility to ask 
teachers in advance of a graded 
assignment, for an explanation of any 
grading criteria or practice they may 
question or that needs clarification. 
 
Students have the responsibility for 
maintaining reasonable standards of 
academic performance commensurate with 
their ability. 
 
Students have the responsibility for 
making every effort to improve their 
performance upon receipt or notification of 
unsatisfactory performance. 
 
Students have the responsibility to 
conduct themselves in each class in ways 
that are conducive to the learning process. 
 
Students have the responsibility to 
earn grades based upon their performance 
while guarding against cheating by other 
students. 
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THE FAMILY EDUCATIONAL RIGHTS AND PRIVACY ACT 

 
The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) is a federal law. The intent of this law 
is to protect the accuracy and privacy of student educational records. Under this law, parents 
have the right upon request, to inspect, release, and challenge information contained within the 
student's educational records. This right transfers to the student when he/she reaches the age of 
18. Only authorized individuals having legitimate educational interest will have access to a 
studentôs educational records. The Board approved directive for implementing the provision of 
the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act is contained in the document "Student 
Educational Records," and is available at http://ehandbooks.dadeschools.net/. 
 
FERPAôs legal statute citation can be found in the U.S. Code of Federal Regulations for Title 34; 
(20 USC section 1232g; 34 CFR Part 99). 
 
Education records include a range of information about a student that is maintained in schools in 
any recorded way, such as handwriting, print, computer media, video or audiotape, film, 
microfilm, and microfiche. Examples are: 

 Date and place of birth, parentôs address, and where parents can be contacted in 
emergencies; 

 Grades, test scores, courses taken, academic specializations and activities, and official 
letters regarding a studentôs status in school; 

 Special education records; 

 Disciplinary records; 

 Medical and health records that the school creates or collects and maintains; 

 Documentation of attendance, schools attended, courses taken, awards conferred, and 
degrees earned; 

 Personal information such as a studentôs identification code, social security number, 
photograph, or other information that would make it easy to identify or locate a student. 
 

Personal notes made by teachers and other school officials that are not shared with others are 
not considered educational records as long as they are kept private by the maker of the record. 
Additionally, law enforcement records created and maintained by a school district law 
enforcement unit are not education records. 
 
Parents or eligible students are guaranteed the right, upon request, to inspect and review their 
children's records and to obtain copies of them under federal and state laws. Parents are 
guaranteed a right of "meaningful" access to copies of their children's records. The parent or 
eligible student also has the right to request that a school correct records which he/she believes 
to be inaccurate or misleading. The parentôs rights extend to any lawyer, lay person, or advocate 
whom the parent authorizes to represent him or her. Access must be granted within 30 calendar 
days from the initial request. 
 
NOTE: The Florida Department of Education (and all state education agencies) is required to 
afford parents and eligible students (students who are 18 years of age or older) to access 
educational records the state agency maintains, e.g., state achievement tests. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://ehandbooks.dadeschools.net/
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MAGNET PROGRAMS 
2011-2012 

 
Through the Office of Specialized Programs - Schools of Choice, Miami-Dade County Public Schools 
offers numerous magnet and innovative choice program options that infuse career-oriented themes, 
provide enhanced quality educational opportunities, and promote diversity. Thus, the district has one of 
the largest representations of magnet programs and schools in the United States. A major feature of the 
programs/schools has been to appeal to students with similar interests but diverse backgrounds, and to 
draw them into a learning environment in which they will prosper. 
 
These programs provide unique educational experiences for students in areas of interest or special talent. 
Such programs have been successful because their content has satisfied the educational needs of the 
students. Some programs accept all interested students, while other programs have specific entrance 
criteria. Upon acceptance into a given program, transportation may be provided according to guidelines 
set in the Magnet School Board Rule 6Gx13- 6A-1.46. When the number of eligible students exceeds the 
number of available seats in non-talent magnets and innovative choice programs, a random selection 
procedure is utilized to admit students. 

 
CAREERS AND PROFESSIONS 
A variety of programs prepare senior high school students for careers and professions. These programs 
are tailored to maximize the understanding of any given career and profession. Students are given 
experiences in real-world situations to enable them to succeed in college and the workforce. 
 
Information about individual school programs in Careers & Professions can be found at:  
http://choice.dadeschools.net/ms.asp 
 

LIBERAL ARTS 
The Liberal Arts magnet theme provides programs that prepare students to be knowledgeable citizens 
and empower them to meet the challenges of a rapidly changing world. The programs are dedicated to 
the formation of knowledge in the Humanities, Natural Sciences, and Social Sciences through the use of 
cutting edge technology, research, and artistic production. Academic excellence and commitment to the 
values of diversity, community, and collaboration and an appreciation for aesthetics distinguish the Liberal 
Arts Magnet schools. Each program views learning as a transformative, socially interactive process. 
 
These schools are committed to furthering the career aspirations of students by developing their 
intellectual powers and offering them experiences in a variety of vocational directions before they enter 
their chosen careers. 
 
Information about individual school programs in Liberal Arts can be found at: 
http://choice.dadeschools.net/ms.asp 
 

INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMS 
International programs offer a challenging curriculum promoting high levels of academic productivity, 
comprehension of world cultures, and the acquisition of a foreign language. Through internationally 
benchmarked academic study and interdisciplinary courses, students become active lifelong learners and 
global citizens prepared to succeed in an ever-changing international society and economy.  
 

INTERNATIONAL THEMES: 
 
Through the International Studies program, school administration, teachers, students, and parents work 
collaboratively with foreign ministries of education in Spain, France, Italy, Brazil, and Germany to ensure 
that the educational requirements and standards of that country are infused and taught in the curriculum. 
The pedagogy results in the acquisition of a second language. 
 

http://choice.dadeschools.net/ms.asp
http://choice.dadeschools.net/ms.asp
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The International Baccalaureate (IB) Programme is a highly coordinated, rigorous course of study 
linking Humanities, Science, Mathematics, Languages, and Community Service. Curriculum in the IB 
Diploma Programme incorporates standards that assume a high level of aptitude and achievement. The 
IB Diploma is highly recognized at colleges and universities throughout the country and world-wide. For 
more information, visit http://www.ibo.org. 
 
The Cambridge (AICE Diploma) Program is a challenging, accelerated curriculum that is based on 
Britainôs A Level examinations. At the senior high school level, the Cambridge Program becomes a four-
year curriculum that progresses from two years of prepatory classes to entrance in the Advanced 
International Certificate in Education (AICE) Diploma Program. For more information, visit 
http://cie.org.uk.  
 
International Education Programs immerse students in multicultural education with an emphasis on 
learning a second language. These programs which are delivered in various, successful, curricular 
designs prepare students to live effectively in a fast changing global society and economy. 
 
Florida senior high school students who earn the International Baccalaureate Diploma or the Cambridge 
AICE Diploma qualify for the Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program. 
 
Information about individual school offerings in International Programs can be found at: 
 http://choice.dadeschools.net/ms.asp. 
 

MONTESSORI 
 
Montessori programs are based on a philosophy whose fundamental belief is that children learn 
best within a social environment which supports each childôs individual development. The child 
is considered as a whole. The physical, emotional, social, aesthetic, spiritual, and cognitive 
needs and interests are inseparable and equally important. The aim of Montessori education is 
to foster responsible and active citizens who will become lifelong learners and problem solvers. 
These programs offer carefully planned stimulating environments that promote the development 
of essential study habits, decision-making skills, self-awareness, and ideas which are vital for 
continuous learning. Learning occurs in an inquiring, nurturing atmosphere that encourages 
social interaction for cooperative learning, peer teaching, and emotional developments. 
Students increase their own knowledge through self and teacher-initiated experiences. The 
specific and uniquely designed curriculum and the use of multi-sensory learning materials 
enable students to become self-directed and motivated learners. 
 
Information about individual school featuring Montessori programs can be found at: 
http://choice.dadeschools.ent/ms.asp 
 
MATHEMATICS, SCIENCE, AND TECHNOLOGY 
 
Mathematics, Science, and Technology programs utilize innovative strategies and technology to 
engage students in investigation and discovery. This hands-on approach captures natural 
curiosity and stimulates interest, thereby building better understanding and quality performance. 
Students utilize mathematics, science, and technology laboratories, as well as real world 
environmental sites, to engage in mathematical analysis, scientific inquiry, and engineering 
design. 
 
Information about individual school programs in Mathematics, Science and Technology can be 
found at: http://choice.dadeschools.net/ms.asp 
 
 

http://www.ibo.org./
http://cie.org.uk/
http://choice.dadeschools.net/ms.asp.
http://choice.dadeschools.ent/ms.asp
http://choice.dadeschools.net/ms.asp
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VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS 
 
Visual & Performing Arts talent programs provide intellectually stimulating and educationally 
challenging classes in the arts. Students and teachers engage in a continuous exchange with 
numerous opportunities to develop and showcase talents. 
 
Information about individual school programs in Visual & Performing Arts can be found at: 
http://choice.dadeschools.net/ms.asp 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://choice.dadeschools.net/ms.asp
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The School Board of Miami-Dade County, Florida, adheres to a policy of 
nondiscrimination in employment and educational programs/activities and 

programs/activities receiving Federal financial assistance from the Department of 
Education, and strives affirmatively to provide equal opportunity for all as required by: 

 
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 - prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, 
color, religion, or national origin. 

 
Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended - prohibits discrimination in 
employment on the basis of race, color, religion, gender, or national origin, for 
programs or activities receiving Federal financial assistance from the Department 
of Education. 

 
Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 - prohibits discrimination on the basis 
of gender. 
Age Discrimination in Employment Act of 1967 (ADEA), as amended - prohibits 
discrimination on the basis of age with respect to individuals who are at least 40. 

 
The Equal Pay Act of 1963, as amended - prohibits sex discrimination in payment of 
wages to women and men performing substantially equal work in the same 
establishment. 

 
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 - prohibits discrimination against the 
disabled. 
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) - prohibits discrimination against 
individuals with disabilities in employment, public service, public 
accommodations and telecommunications. 

 
The Family and Medical Leave Act of 1993 (FMLA) - requires covered employers to 
provide up to 12 weeks of unpaid, job-protected leave to "eligible" employees for 
certain family and medical reasons. 

 
The Pregnancy Discrimination Act of 1978 - prohibits discrimination in employment 
on the basis of pregnancy, childbirth, or related medical conditions. 

 
Florida Educational Equity Act (FEEA) - prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, 
gender, national origin, marital status, or handicap against a student or employee. 

 
Florida Civil Rights Act of 1992 - secures for all individuals within the state freedom 
from discrimination because of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, 
handicap, or marital status. 

 
School Board Rules 6Gx13-4A-1.01, 6Gx13-4A-1.32, and 6Gx13-5D-1.10 - prohibit 
harassment and/or discrimination against a student or employee on the basis of gender, 
race, color, religion, ethnic or national origin, political beliefs, marital status, age, sexual 
orientation, social and family background, linguistic preference, pregnancy, or disability. 
  
Veterans are provided re-employment rights in accordance with P.L. 93-508 (Federal Law) 
and Section 205.07 (Florida Statutes), which stipulate categorical preferences for 
employment. 


